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PREFACE 

This volume of letters is designed to serve as a 
supplement to the History of Clare in the College 
History Series. My object has been to bring 
before readers of that History some of the lead- 
ing members of the College, and certain aspects 
of Collegiate life, with a fulness of detail which 
the scope of that series would not permit. 

It will be found upon comparing these letters 
with the extracts from them which have already 
appeared in the History, that the form of the 
originals has here been slightly modified. Every- 
thing characteristic in spelling and in punctuation 
has been, as far as possible, retained, but a few of 
the forms and abbreviations, in vogue when they 
were written, have been altered in conformity 
with modern usage. A faithful reproduction 
of such forms as y, y, a/*, with the signs for per^ 
proy &c., wherever they occurred, would have 
merely fatigued the eyes of the ordinary reader, 
without serving any useful purpose whatsoever. 

In the three years that have passed since the 
appearance of the History of Clare, I have ac- 
cumulated a considerable number of additions and 
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corrections, which it is to be hoped may one day 
appear in a second edition. In the meantime it 
may be desirable to record the most important of 
them here. 

In particular it should be mentioned that the 
copy, in Baker's MS. in the British Museum (Vol. 
II. p. 157), of the licence granted by Henry VI. 
to Bingham to found GocCs House, makes mention 
of W. Wymbill as Master, and W. Myllyngton as 
one of the Fellows, of Clare Hall ; this proves 
conclusively that Wymbill was still Master at 
that date (1439), and that W. Millington, the 
first Provost of King's, was (as Fuller says) 
previously a Fellow of our College. It should 
also be noted that the list of Incumbents in 
Croxton churchyard ignores the name of Dr 
Leeds, who is stated by Cooper to have become 
Rector in 1573. The punning allusions to Dr 
Butler and to his College in Middleton's^ play 

^ Cook, Oracle butler ! oracle butler ! he puts down all the doctors 
o' the name. — Act ii., Scene i. 

Drawer. What wine will't please you drink, gentlemen ? 
Butter, De Clare, Sirrah ! — Act iv., Scene i. 

''The Old Law" is supposed to have been originally produced by 
Rowley and Middleton in 1599; but it was acted several times afterwards 
when Kassinger also had a hand in it. It seems dear that these lines 
could not have been written before Dr Butler became famous as Court 
Physician to James I. 
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"The Old Law," Act li. scene i, and Act iv. 
scene i , (the latter of which so far as I know has 
not been noticed), will also probably interest Clare 
readers. 

Lastly, through a misapprehension, the name 
of Thomas Scott, the Commentator on the Bible, 
was omitted from the list of Clare worthies. He 
was never in residence, but he was admitted as a 
ten-year man in 1773. 

I cannot conclude without thanking those old 
Clare men and others who have from time to 
time most kindly forwarded to me items of in- 
formation about the College. I sincerely hope 
that they will continue to do so in the future. 
Much valuable information, which would other- 
wise be overlooked, may thus be collected, and I 
need hardly assure any who are disposed to help 
me that I shall warmly welcome and treasure any 
detail from them, however slight, which may serve 
to throw further light upon the past history of the 
College or of any of its members. 

J. R. W. 

Clare College, 

yanuary^ igoj. 
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(The following letter, discovered in the Master's Lodge, when 
this book was already in print, apart from the interest 
attaching to the name of the writer, will throw a welcome 
light upon Tillotson's letters— XXIII, XXIV, XXVII— 
about the property at lisse. Readers need hardly be 
reminded that "February i, 1657," means Feb. i, 165-^, 
the year beginning then on March 25th.) 



Understanding that one Mr Joseph 
Diggins of Lysse in the Countie of Souths, is late 
departed this life and hath by his last Will be- 
queathed all his lands in Hampshire Middx and 
Essex, for the Finding of Scholl" and other uses 
for your CoUedge as will appeare by his will, of 
which I thought fitt out of my respect to the 
University & in particuler to your CoUedge being 
chosen a Member to serve in Parliament for them 
to give you notice thereof Now there is one Mr 
Thomas Cole a Member of the house of Commons 
who liveth at Lysse, and is a nere neighbor to that 
Estate there, & in regard that (Estate ?) in Lysse 
lyeth nere him, doth desire hee may be Tenant to 
you upon such reasonable Termes as shalbe 
fitting, hee is one that may be very serviceable 
in informing you concerning the Estate of Mr 
Diggins, and such a person on whose honesty and 
abillitie to serve you, you may rely ; My desire & 
advice to you be that you would accommodate 
him in the disposeing those lands in Lysse to him 
at such reasonable rente, or Fyne & rent as may 
be without preiudice to your House, wherein you 
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shall not only doe what may be beneficiall to your 
CoUedge but give a perticuler obligation to 

Your assured freind 
White Hall to serve you 

February i^ 1657 R. CrOMWELL, 

S' I suppose the subscribeing of my desires 
and name can add but little to the power of this 
Lett' (if it may) my request unto you is that Mr 
Cole may be a Ten? to your CoUedge; tis his 
desire and mine to be 

S' 
Your FaithfuU Humble servant 

Franc: Russell 
These 

For Doctor Dillingham 

Mr of Clare : hall, in Cambridge 
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corrections, which it is to be hoped may one day 
appear in a second edition. In the meantime it 
may be desirable to record the most important of 
them here. 

In particular it should be mentioned that the 
copy, in Baker's MS. in the British Museum (Vol. 
II. p. 157), of the licence granted by Henry VI. 
to Bingham to found God's House, makes mention 
of W. Wymbill as Master, and W. Myllyngton as 
one of the Fellows, of Clare Hall ; this proves 
conclusively that Wymbill was still Master at 
that date (1439), and that W. Millington, the 
first Provost of Kings, was (as Fuller says) 
previously a Fellow of our College. It should 
also be noted that the list of Incumbents in 
Croxton churchyard ignores the name of Dr 
Leeds, who is stated by Cooper to have become 
Rector in 1573. The punning allusions to Dr 
Butler and to his College in Middleton's^ play 

^ Cook. Oracle butler ! oracle butler ! he puts down all the doctors 
o' the name. — Act ii., Scene i. 

Drawer. What indne will't please you drink, gentlemen ? 
Butler, De Clare, Sirrah ! — Act iv., Scene i. 

"The Old Law" is supposed to have been originally produced by 
Rowley and Middleton in 1599; but it was acted several times afterwards 
when Massinger also had a hand in it. It seems dear that these lines 
could not have been written before Dr Butler became famous as Court 
Physician to James I. 
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"The Old Law," Act ii. scene i, and Act iv. 
scene i , (the latter of which so far as I know has 
not been noticed), will also probably interest Clare 
readers. 

Lastly, through a misapprehension, the name 
of Thomas Scott, the Commentator on the Bible, 
was omitted from the list of Clare worthies. He 
was never in residence, but he was admitted as a 
ten-year man in 1773. 

I cannot conclude without thanking those old 
Clare men and others who have from time to 
time most kindly forwarded to me items of in- 
formation about the College. I sincerely hope 
that they will continue to do so in the future. 
Much valuable information, which would other- 
wise be overlooked, may thus be collected, and I 
need hardly assure any who are disposed to help 
me that I shall warmly welcome and treasure any 
detail from them, however slight, which may serve 
to throw further light upon the past history of the 
College or of any of its members. 

J. R. W. 
Clare College, 
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(The following letter, discovered in the Mastei's Lodge, when 
this book was already in print, apart fix>m the interest 
attaching to the name of the writer, will throw a welcome 
light upon Tillotson's letters— XXIII, XXIV, XXVII— 
about the property at lisse. Readers need hardly be 
reminded that ''February i, 1657," means Feb. i, 165^, 
the year beginning then on March 25th.) 



Understanding that one Mr Joseph 
Diggins of Lysse in the Countie of Souths, is late 
departed this life and hath by his last Will be- 
queathed all his lands in Hampshire Middx and 
Essex, for the Finding of SchoII" and other uses 
for your Colledge as will appeare by his will, of 
which I thought fitt out of my respect to the 
University & in particuler to your Colledge being 
chosen a Member to serve in Parliament for them 
to give you notice thereof Now there is one Mr 
Thomas Cole a Member of the house of Commons 
who Hveth at Lysse, and is a nere neighbor to that 
Estate there, & in regard that (Estate ?) in Lysse 
lyeth nere him, doth desire hee may be Tenant to 
you upon such reasonable Termes as shalbe 
fitting, hee is one that may be very serviceable 
in informing you concerning the Estate of Mr 
Diggins, and such a person on whose honesty and 
abillitie to serve you, you may rely ; My desire & 
advice to you be that you would accommodate 
him in the disposeing those lands in Lysse to him 
at such reasonable rente, or Fyne & rent as may 
be without preiudice to your House, wherein you 



[xi] 

shall not only doe what may be benefidall to your 
Colledge but give a perticuler obligation to 

Your assured freind 
White Hall to serve you 

Febmary i^ 1657 R. Cromwell, 

S' I suppose the subscribeing of my desires 
and name can add but little to the power of this 
Lete (if it may) my request unto you is that Mr 
Cole may be a Ten! to your Colledge; tis his 
desire and mine to be 

S' 
Your FaithfuU Humble servant 

Franc: Russell 
These 

For Doctor Dillingham 

Mr of Clare: hall, in Cambridge 
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I. Abraham Wheelock, Saxon and Oriental Scholar. Sei 
College History, pp. 109 and X2& 

II. HuMFREY Henchman, Bishop of London. See CoU^e 
History, pp. loi and 105. 

III. Barnabas Oley, Archdeacon of Ely. See College His- 

tory, pp. 129 — 132, &c 

IV. Peter Gunning, Bishop of Ely. See Collie History, 

pp. 127 — 129, &C. 

V. John Tillotson, Archbishop of Canterbury. .S>^ Coll^;e 
History, pp. 119— 124, &C. 

VI. Samuel Blithe [or Blythe), Master of the College. See 
College History, pp. 134.— 136, &c 

VII. John Moore, Bishop of Ely. See College History, pp. 
145—7, &c 

VIII. William Whiston, Lucasian Professor of Mathematics. 
See College History, pp. 138, 139, &c. 

IX. Richard Laughton, Prebendary of Worcester. See Col- 
lege History, pp. 139— 141, &c. 

X. Martin Folkes, President of the Royal Society. See 
College History, p. 151. 
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Barnabas 01^ to the Earl of Exeter. 
[About 1640 (?). See College History, p. ia8.] 

Right Honourable and my much Honoured 
Lord 

I am bold to present unto your Lordship my 
humblest and most duteous respects in the Lord 
Jesus, together with the profession of my hearty 
rejoiceings and congratulations of your Honour 
now in God's good time cast upon your Lott by 
providence and succession. I shall not need to 
excuse this act of mine ariseing not onely from 
present advancement but from the virtues and 
piety which I observed in you when you lived 
in Clare Hall amongst us, as allso from a roote of 
common duty of right and justice to be performed 
from our Society to the Earles of Exetour as 
heires of a pious benefactour and founder, which 
at this time by reason of the sudden messer-^r 
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could not be performed soe solemnely as becom- 
meth us. 

There is a third motive which drewe me to 
write so boldly unto your Lordship and it is the 
late enquiry made by your Honour for a Clare 
Hall man to serve you in your family noe small 
argument of your constant affection to your ancient 
mother if I may soe call it. 

I will not out of affection wrong your Lordship 
but I should wrong the CoUedge if I did not pro- 
fesse that there bee in it as able men at this time 
as ever was since I knew it both for eminency of 
Learning and exemplary piety of Life and con- 
versation and so as fitt to serve your honour as 
any of any other CoUedge in either Universitie, 
and by name, the man your Honour heard of Mr 
Gunning inferiour to none of his time in all the 
U niversities of Brittaine or of farther extent. This 
the University will testify, and your Lordship 
may put him to tryall for Learning and I hold 
my selfe bound to witnesse, because that some 
prejudice may doune him or the whole society 
(by some that condemne all for one or two) in 
your Lordship's good opinion, which we much 
value, to God's sweete and saving mercyes in 
Christ Jesus I commend your person and family, 
beseeching him to sanctifie that is to send you 
much joy of your Honour. 

The prayer of your humble servant in Christ, 

Barnabas Olev. 
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II 

Proclamation of the Earl of Essex. 

(Mr Riley remarks ^* it has been strongly asserted that the 
word * plunder' was introduced into this country by Prince 
Rupert & his German retainers, but here we find the word in 
use somewhat before that date.") 

Theis are to will require and command you 
and everie of you, to forbeare (under any pretence 
whatsoever) to preiudice, or offer any damage to 
the University of Cambridge or to any the 
Schooles CoIIedges, Halls, Libraries Chappells 
or other places belonging to the said University ; 
by plundeing the same, or any part thereof in 
any kind whatsoever. Hereof faile not as you 
will answeare the contrarie at your perills. Given 
under my hand and Seale this Seaventh dale of 
March 1642. 

Essex. 

To all Colonells, Leivetenant Colonells, Cap- 
taines and all other Officers and souldiers of the 
Armie under my command. 

Ill 

The Earl of Manchester's noticey Feb. 26, 164I. 

Theise are to will and require you upon sight 
hereof to give speedie advertisement vijs medijs 
et Modis to the Master Fellowes SchoUers and 
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Officers of your CoUedg^e to be resident at your 
said Colledge the Tenth day of March next en- 
suing to give an Accompt wherein they shalbe 
required true to answer such things as may be 
demanded by mee or such Comissioners as I 
shall appoint. 

Given under my hand & seale this 26th of 
Febr 1643. 

Manchester. 
To the President or Locum 
tenens of Clare hall. 

IV 

Notice served upon the Society^ July 16, 1644. 

i^See College History, p. iii) 

Gentlemen 

Accordinge to the comannd of his Lo^^ 
the Earle of Manchester signified to us by his 
Letter dated from York Leagure June the 21th; 
wee are to desire you the Master and Fellowes of 
your Colledge to give us information in writeinge of 
the names of all such of your Colledge as have prac- 
tized bowinge att the nameinge of the name Jesus, 
adoration towards the East, or any cerimony in 
divine service not warranted by Lawe, since they 
were forbidden by both or eyther Howses of Par- 
liamt. And this wee desire to bee done by 
you or some of you within Fower-daies after the 
date of these presents. And to retorne in write- 
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XVII 

Copy of the petition to Oliver Cromwell for compensation 
for the timber taken from the College at the outbreak 
of the Civil War (see College History y p. 68^. The 
last sentence but one is printed as it stands originally ; 
the corrections inserted in a different hand render it 
ungrammaticaL 

To his Htghnesse Oliver L^ Protectaur of the 
Commonwealth of England^ Scotland & Ireland 

The humble petition of the Society of Clare-hall 
in the University of Cambridge, 

Sheweth 

That whereas your highness was pleased 
upon a former petition of ours to grant an order 
to S' John Witwrong Knt, William Leman, 
Edmund Smith, John King, William Beaumont, 
William Foxwast(?), Henry Marsh Esqrs., or any 
three of them, to certifie your Highness what 
arreares are in the hands of Mr William Hickman 
(one of the treasurers in Hartfordshire) & of the 
subcoUectors under him, of monyes received upon 
the ordinance for the Garrison of Newport Pagnall, 
& for sequestrations, & the ordinances of the five 
Garrisons in the Easterne Association, or any 
other old arreares (excepting the mony received 
by vertue of severaJl Acts & ordinances of Par- 
liam' for the Marching Army since their establishm^ 
of the first of Febru: 1644) The commissioners 
aforesaid cannot be brought together without a 
great deale of trouble & delay which the greate 

IS 
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This is a true coppy of an Order wee lately 
received from his LoPP the Earle of Manchester 
signed under his owne hand. 

H: MiLDMAYE 

Nath*^ Bacon 
Rob Castell 
For the Master President Hum Walcot 
Fellowes and Bursar of John Brewster 
Clare hall Robt Vinter 

VI 

A similar notice to the last two. 

By the Comittee for the Association 

Cambridge 

You are hereby required to sumon all the 
Fellowes of your CoUedge being descontinuers or 
that have not beene resedent in your CoUedge 
within 28 daies last past before the date hereof to 
returne to your CoUedge and reside there before 
Fourteene daies bee fuUfiUed and that you certifie 
theire Answeres and what you you have done there 
in upon Fridaie the 20th daie of this instant Sept 
unto the Comittee sittinge att Trinitie CoUedge 
Dated the Seaventh daie of September Anno 
Dom 1644. 

H MiLDMAYE 

Manchester 
Nath" Bacon 
Rob Castell 
To the Master President Hum Walcot 
& officiers of Clare hall. John Brewster 

Robt Vinter 



LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS 

VII 

Another notice from the Committee for the 

Association. 

By the Committee for the Association 

Cambridge 

You are heerby ordered to bringe in your 
Accompts to us att Trinity CoUedge upon Mon- 
day next Given under our hands the second (of 
May 1645. 

To the Bursars of Nath" Bacon 

Clare Hall. Sam : Plumme 

VIII 

A further notice from the Committee Jar the 
Association^ ordering a bonfire (to celebrate 
the victory of Naseby^ June 1 4 ?/ 

By the Committee for the Association 

Cambridge 

You are hereby Ordered that according to the 
order of Parliament, you celebrate friday next in 
your Society as a day of thanksgiving with ex- 
ceedings at dinner and a supper, provided that 
neyther consist of theire ordinary fish commons 
in part And to have a bohefire in the evening 
June 26 1645. 

Nath" Bacon 
To the M' fellowes & Samuell Plumme 
manciple of Clare hall. Robt Clerke 

ROBT ViNTER 
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IX 

An order from the Committee for the Association 
to keep the following Tuesday as a day of 
thanksgiving (to celebrate the victory of Lang- 
port & storming of Bridgewater ?). 

By the Committee for the Association 

Cambridge 

You are heerby required to take notice that 
Tuesday next is appointed to bee a day of pub- 
lique thanksgivinge by ordinance of Parliam! and 
you are to observe & keepe the said day in your 
CoUedge as a day of thanksgivinge accordingly 
Heerof you are to take especiall care. Given 
under our hands the nyneteenth Day of July 
1645. 

Nath" Bacon 
To the Master President Hum Walcott 
& Fellowes of Clare Robt Clerke 
Hall in Cambridge. Samuell Plumme. 



An order prohibiting the payment of money to 

ejected Fellows, &c. 

By the Committee for the Association 

Cambridge 

Forasmuch as wee are certainely informed 
that divers eiected Fellowes, are indebted to the 
CoUedges of which they were Fellowes, & to 
divers others in the Towne, and have carried away 
theire Bookes & Goods & not paid theire debts : 

8 
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and that the Bursars of some CoUedges have 
paide monies to some Fellowes, after theire eiect- 
ment: These are therefore to require you & 
euerie of you that you take especiaJl Care, that 
noe Fellowe of your Colledge, that is or shall bee 
elected out of his Fellowshipp, doe remove, or 
carry away, any of his or bookes, or goods, from 
your Colledge without especiall order from this 
Board, and wee doe alsoe heerby require the Bursar 
of your Colledge, that hee forbeare to pay any 
monies to any Fellowe after the tyme of his eiect- 
ment Heerof you may not Faile as you will 
answer the Contrary Dated the Five & Twentith 
Day of March 1645. 

To the Master President Nath" Bacon 

& Fellowes of Clare H Mildmay. 

Hall in Cambridge and Franc Wincott. 

alsoe to the Bursar of Thm: Budish 

the same : Math : Peckow. 

XI 

Order for the admission of Francis Holcroft as 
Fellow in place of Symeon Potter. 

{See College History, p. 115.) 

Novem: 14^1 1650. 

Att the Committee for Reformation of the 

Universityes. 

Whereas the Visitors of the Universitie of 
Cambridge amonge other persons have returned 
Mr Symeon Potter Fellowe of Clare Hall in the 
said University not to have subscribed the In- 
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gagem! and that upon Sumons sithence sent from 
this Com^ the said Potter did appeare and did 
confess hee had not taken the Ingagement as by 
the late Act of Parliam^ for that purpose is made 
& provided, and whereas by vertue of the s^ Act 
the Fellowshipp of the said Potter is become voyd, 
and by order of Parliam? this Com*^ is impowred 
and required to supply all such places soe voyd 
by the said Act, this Com**!* being informed of the 
Piety & abillity of Francis Holcroft, Ba' of Arts 
and of his fitness for that place. Doe order that the 
said Holcroft bee Fellowe of the said CoUedge in 
the roome & place of the said Potter voyd as 
above said, and shall take his place in the said 
CoUedge according to his standing and degree in 
the s** University, and the Master of the said 
CoUedge Sub-Master or Senior Fellow now resi- 
dent is to admitt him accordingly, and that the 
said Holcroft bee henceforth deemed and taken 
as one of the Fellowes of the said CoUedge to all 
intents and purposes and receive all proffitts and 
priviledges of the said CoUedge accordingly, and 
the Fellowes and other officers of the said Col- 
ledge are hereby required to yeild obedience 
hereunto. And it is ordered that the Master or 
such Fellowe as shall admitt the said Holcroft 
doe take notice of an order of this Com** of the 7th 
of March 1649 a coppy whereof is annext, and 
thereof give an accompt to this Com*~ if there bee 
cause within seaven dayes after the receipt of this 
order. 

Walter Strickland 
10 
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XII 
Copy of the order referred to in XI. 

March 7th 1649 

Att the Com*** for Reformation of the 

Universities. 
Ordered 

That if any person or persons nominated 
by this Com*** may bee iustly excepted against as 
to theire Piety or Learning That the Heads or 
Fellowes of Houses in either of the Universities 
whereunto the said person or persons are nomi- 
nated, knowing such exception doe certify the same 
forthwith to this Com*** before the Settlem* of any 
such person or persons. 

Walter Strickland 



XIII 

Order to admit Robert Bowman as Fellow in 

place of Newman. 

{See College History, p. 115.) 

March 6th 1650 

Att the Committee for Reformation of the 

Universityes. 

Whereas the Visitors of the University of 
Cambridge among other persons have returned 

II 
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Mr Newman Fellow of Clare hall in the Univer- 
sity of Cambridge not to have subscribed the 
Ingagem*, and upon summons sithence sent from 
this Committee for the s** Mr Newman to make 
it appeare that he had subscribed the s^ Ingagem! 
as by Act of Pari' is directed, the s*^ Newman did 
neglect to doe accordingly, This Committee doe 
now therefore resolve that it doth appeare that the 
s"* Newman has not subscribed the s^ Ingagem* as 
by the s*^ Act is prescribed ; and whereas by vertue 
of the s** Act the FellP^ of the s** Newman is 
become void, and by order of Pari* this Committee 
is impowred & requjred to supply all such void 
places. This Committee being informed of the 
pjety and fittnes of Mr Robert Bowman for the 
s** place, doe order that the s** Bowman bee Fellow 
of the s^ Colledge in the roome & steede of the 
s** Newman and hereby he is constituted & 
appointed Fellow of Clare hall, and shall from 
henceforth enjoy all proffitts and priviledges there- 
of, and the Master or Senior Fellow resident is 
forthwith to admit him accordingly: and it is 
ordered that the Master or such Fellow as shall 
admit the s*^ Bowman doe take notice of an order 
of this Committee of the 7th of March 1649 hereto 
annext and thereof give an account to this Com- 
mittee if there bee cause within foureteene dayes 
after the receite hereof 

James Chaloner. 
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XIV 

Reaffirmation of the last order. 

April 17 1651 

Att the Committee for Reformation of the 

U niversityes. 

Upon readinge the humble petition of the 
Fellowes of Clare hall in Cambridge praying this 
Committee to revoke their former order granted 
to Mr Robert Bowman for Mr Newmans Fell^p and 
to give order for the admition of John Tillotson 
into the same, Forasmuch as noe just exceptions 
either against the piety or parts of the s** Bowman 
has bin certifyd to this Committee, as by the order 
of the 6th of March last, whereby the s*^ Bowman 
is constituted Fellow of the s*^ Coll, is directed. It 
is therefore ordered by this Committee that the 
^ order of the 6th of March last shall stand good 
& hereby is confirmed ; and the Master or Senior 
Fellow resident is forthwith required to admit the 
s** Bowman. 

James Chaloner. 

XV 

Proclamation by Oliver Cromwell 

These are to Charge and require you upon 
sight hereof not to Quarter any Officers or Soul- 
diers on any the CoUedges Halls or other Howses 
belonging to the Universitie of Cambridge, Nor to 
offer any iniurie or violence to any of the Students 
or Members of any of the CoUedges or Howses of 
the said Universitie as you shall answere the 

13 
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Contrary at your perill. Given under my hand 
& seale the first of July 1652. O Cromwell 

To all officers & souldiers under my command 
& others whome it may conceme. 

XVI 

An Undergraduate Protest against the College 

Fare. 

(About A.D. 1656. Ste College History, p. 177). 

DiGNissiME Praefecte, Sochque observandi, 
Saepe multumque aegre tulimus, panes (frumenti 
pretio lam diu extenuato, et diminuto) usque adeo 
paruos; ceruisiam tenuem admodum, nee satis 
coctam, camem insipidam, subrancidam, k coquo 
male tractatam, et id genus alia quamplurima. 
expectauimus in dies mutationem in melius, frustra 
vero. iam tandem expectando defessi, humillime 
oramus 

Faciatis, ut pistor, ceruisiarius, Lanio, et hujus- 
modi homunciones non tantum in diem unum, vel 
alterum (ut non nunquam fit) sed et in perpetuum 
desinant nobis imponere. sic melius famae ves- 
trae, et commodo etiam tam vestro (uti nos credi- 
mus, alii aliud sentiunt) quam nostro consuletis. 

Ro: Place J Shelbery 

Sa: Blyth: I Beacham 

S. LowTH C Holmes 

R. MowssE Tho : Gregorie 

Ml Manby. Ja: Lowde 

Nat(?): Smyth: Sa: Palmer 
Hal: Aucher Will Shipton 
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XVII 

Copy of the petition to Oliver Cromwell for compensation 
for the timber taken from the College at the outbreak 
of the Civil War (see College History^ p, 68^. The 
last sentence but one is printed as it stands originally ; 
the corrections inserted in a different hand render it 
ungrammatical. 

To his Highnesse Oliver L^ Protectaur of the 
Commonwealth of England^ Scotland & Ireland 

The humble petition of the Society of Clare-hall 
in the University of Cambridge, 

Sheweth 

That whereas your highness was pleased 
upon a former petition of ours to grant an order 
to S' John Witwrong Knt, William Leman, 
Edmund Smith, John King, William Beaumont, 
William Foxwast(?), Henry Marsh Esqrs., or any 
three of them, to certifie your Highness what 
arreares are in the hands of Mr William Hickman 
(one of the treasurers in Hartfordshire) & of the 
subcoUectors under him, of monyes received upon 
the ordinance for the Garrison of Newport Pagnall, 
& for sequestrations, & the ordinances of the five 
Garrisons in the Easterne Association, or any 
other old arreares (excepting the mony received 
by vertue of severall Acts & ordinances of Par- 
liam' for the Marching Army since their establishm^ 
of the first of Febru : 1 644) The commissioners 
aforesaid cannot be brought together without a 
great deale of trouble & delay which the greate 

IS 
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necessities of your petitioners without much incon- 
vience cannot admitt of 

May it therefore please your Highness (since 
wee are so well assured that there are such 
arreares remaineing in the hands aforesaid that 
wee are willing to venture our debt upon them) to 
grant an order for Mr William Hickman & the 
subcoUectors aforesaid to give your petitioners 
satisfaction out of those arreares for their loss, 
which by the report of referrees appointed by your 
Highness did amount to five hundred three pounds 
six shillings & sixpence in the whole as farre as 
the aforesaid arreares will extend, which wee are 
certainely informd are three hundred & fifty 
pounds 

Yet if your Highnesse please to grant us an 
order for three hundred & fifty pounds, if perhaps 
we can find so much in their hands, we shall 
with much thankfulnesse acknowledge your High- 
nesse's grace & favour 
& your petitioners shall ever pray 



XVIII 

Copy of Certificate of the loss sustained by the 

College. 

Wee whose names are underwritten haveing 
perused a Petition of the Society of Clare- Hall in 
the University of Cambridge heretofore presented 
to his Highnes Oliver Lord Protectour of the 
Commonwealth of England Scotland, & Ireland, 

i6 
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And an order of reference made thereupon, dated 
Fry day the 20th of January 1653 to us directed. 

In obedience thereunto do humbly certify that 
the matter of fact as conteined in the foresayd 
Petition is true both as to what is said concerning 
the Tymber taken from the said CoUedge and im- 
ployed for the States use and benefit, to the value 
of two hundred seaventy five pounds one shilling 
and sixpence, and also for the dammage thereby 
sustained from the 31th of March 1642 untill 
March 31th 1654 that it amounts to two hundred 
twenty eight pounds five shillings, The totall, five 
hundred and three pounds six shillings and six- 
pence. But wee know not of any woods belong- 
ing to the State in those parts out of which the 
Petitioners may be satisfied either in Tymber or 
to the value aforesaide. 

Subscribed La: Seaman Procan 

Fran. Russell 
RoBT Castell. 



XIX 

Dr Dillingham to Dr Harrington concerning the 
timber taken from the College. 

S« 
I returne you thanks for your kind visits when 
I was last in London & for that respect which by 
your meanes I had from Dr Battes. 
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I now presume to reqest another favour of 
you in the behalf of Clare Hall (to which society 
I now by Gods providence stand in a near rela- 
tion) who in 53 petitioned my L. Protector for 
recompence for Timber & other materialls pro- 
vided for building, which were taken from them 
by order from the Committee whereof my L** 
himself was then one & his hand to the order, 
upon this petition his H. made a reference 
to the Vicechan. Mr Russell & Mr Castle. A 
copy of the petition & reference I have sent here 
inclosed. After the Referrees had made their 
report of the loss &c. the College petition againe 
that in regard there weere no woods hereabouts 
out of which they might bee satisfied that they 
might have order to impowre commissioners to 
examine what moneyes were in Mr Hickmans 
hand, this was granted Aug. 20, 54, as you will 
perceive by the papyrs inclosed. But wee finding 
it difficult to get these to meet, & in truth as I 
must tell you finding them unwilling to meet after 
they perceived that the money should goe out of 
the county this causeth us to make a third peti- 
tion to his Highness to this effect that wee might 
have a positive order from his Highness to Mr 
Hickman for the payment of 350/. which summe 
the said Mr Hickman hath in his hands & is will- 
ing to pay it to the college upon such an order. 
Now S' this last petition was the last weeke 
committed by Dr Cudworth then being in London 
to Mr Long one of the masters of reqests which 
petition Mr Long promised Dr Cudworth efFect- 

18 
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ually to manage, but I know well that men in 
such place have need of remembrancens my reqest 
to you is that you would bee pleased to Accom- 
pany my brother or by your self (as you thinke it 
most fitt & have oportunity) to attend Mr Long 
& to mind him of Clare hall petition & withall to 
let him know that you are desired to signifie to 
him that they intend upon the receipt of the 
money a reall reqitall for his paines and care in 
the business, & if hee desire to bee armed against 
any exceptions my Lord may make I pray deliver 
him that referees report & the second petition, 
which is as much as hee shall need. I am bould 
to trouble you, for unless wee make a speedy 
dispatch wee fear some may get the money out 
of Mr Hickmans hands (now that it is knowne 
that hee hath state money in his hands) who is 
more desirous to pay it to us than any other if 
wee can get an order to secure him. I am much 
straitened for time so that I must crave pardon 
for this scribbling & unhandsome address which I 
hope you will excuse 

S' I am your obliged freind 

The. Dillingham 

Jan: 9. 1654./^ 

To his worthy & much respected 
friend Dr Harrington 
these present 

I pray S' forget not to tell Mr Long hee 
shall have recompence for his paines. 
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XX 

Dr Dillingham to Hon, Nathaniel Bacon^ 

upon the same subject. 

Much honoured S' 

The great benefit which the Society of 
Clare-hall hath of late reaped by a gracious order of 
his Highness for three hundred pounds worth of 
timber out of Somersham parke makes it very much 
my duty in behalf of that Society to returne unto 
you a thankefuU acknowledgm? for the favour & 
help wee had from you while wee were petitioneng 
in that business. That the College gained so con- 
siderable a guift out of that which was set apart 
for greater concernem*? & at such a time when 
the more publick affaires of the nation stood in so 
much need must (S') bee imputed to your media- 
tion, which wee can not otherwise looke upon but 
as proceeding from your good affection to these 
places of education which not only this society 
but the whole University hath had very much 
experience of What help wee have had by this 
guift toward the easing of us of the debts con- 
tracted by reason of the great (allthough indeed 
necessary) undertaking of the new building of our 
College as wee who have for a long time under- 
gone those pressures best know so wee have 
most reason to acknowledge & therefore must 
thinke it a duty not only for our time to live 
thankefuU to those by whose meanes this benefit 

20 
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was procured but allso to take care that the 
memory of so great a favour may bee transmitted 
to posterity. 

S' the bearer hereof Mr Tillotson hath oft 
witnessed unto the Society your care & paines in 
that business & therefore it was our desire that 
hee with these might allso testify unto you our 
thankefulness & how much I in speciall must 
thinke my self to bee 

your obliged servant 

Theoph. Dillingham. 

&om Clare-hall in Camb. 
Dec: 1656. 

To the Honourable Nathaniel Bacon 
Master of requests to his Highness 
these humbly present 
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Tillotson to Dr Dillingham, after delivering a 
letter of thanks from the College for ^300 
worth of timber from Somersham Park. 

(See College History, p. 68.) 

HoNo"* S" 

I was several] times since I came to 
London at White Hall but could not speake 
with his Highnes hee being then in a course of 
Physick ; On Fryday last Mr Attornay Gen. was 
pleased to carry mee thither & bring mee to him. 
I deliverd the Letter which hee read carefully 

21 
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once & againe, & recited to Mr Attomay that 
clause {nullt tamen libenHus agnoscunt quam gens 
togata praeserlim Academica) & sayd to him, Mr 
Att. upon the words gens togata you the Lawyers 
might have come in for the most thankefuU people 
a praeserlim Academica had not hindered you. 
When hee had made an end of reading lookeing 
very pleaseingly hee came to mee & walked downe 
towards the lower end of the roome & sayd, S' I 
take this acknowledgem^ from the CoUedge very 
kindly, I am glad I had an opportunity to 
do your Colledge that favour ; I pray present my 
service to your Master & Fellowes, & tell them I 
give them thankes for their thanks & tell them 
they shall find mee ready to embrace all oppor- 
tunityes of showing favour to the Universityes & 
in particular to your Colledge & Society, & I pray 
let them know thus much from mee. After this 
(for I advised with the Attor. about the busines of 
the Lease who told mee it could not bee taken ill to 
have it mentioned) I told him I was to trouble his 
Highnes with another busines from the Coll. too 
inconsiderable in it selfe to mention to him, but 
that wee could do nothing in it without his Highnes 
direction, hee asking what that was I told there 
was a Lease of a small parcell of ground in Ely 
almost expir'd, the Society desired his Highnes 
would expresse his pleasure in it; wherto hee 
answer'd S' you say very right I might have 
remembred it upon the mention of Clare Hall I 
am glad you minded mee of it ; I am now going 
to dinner & know not where readily to find the 
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Lease, but I desire to have it renewd & to that 
purpose shall send one to wayte upon the Society, 
all I shall desire of them is they would please to 
use mee as they do their other Tenants (smileing 
as hee spoke this) I shall give some Order to my 
steward concerning it & desire to speake with you 
againe this afternoone, in the mean time go & 
dine with my steward, & thereupon sent one of 
his Gentlemen downe with mee. After dinner I 
wayted upon him but hee was so busy with the 
Marquesse of Dorchester & my Lord ffines that 
I could not speake to him tho I was a great while 
in the roome where hee was. I shall take some 
other time to wayte on him, & shall go this weeke 
to Mr Waterhouse to know further of his Highnes 
pleasure in this busines; for I told him if hee 
would give directions to his steward concerning 
the Leases they would be sent up speedily thither, 
which hee seemed to like well. I have bin more 
tedious in this relation because I have given you 
all that past in his owne words. In summe I 
perceived (& so Mr Attornay observed) that hee 
was much pleased with our Letter. I expect one 
dayly to Mr Bacon. I pray communicate this to 
the Society to whom I pray present my humble 
service. 

S' I have one favour to entreate of you and 
them, leave (for a yeare or as long as the Society 
shall thinke nt) of discontinuance ; I find no cause 
as yet to complaine of my condition, I meet with 
all the respect & civillity I could have expected. 
I will trouble you no further, but (after my hearty 
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thankes to you for the many favours I have received 
from you) rest 

S' your very humble servant 

John Tillotsqn 

White Fryers, 

Dec"»^ a 2d 1656. 

For the R^ Worshipful! Dr 
Dillingham Vice-Chancellor 
of the University of Cam- 
bridge & Master of Clare 
Hall are these in Cambridge. 



XXII 
Lease to Oliver Cromwell. 

(In the Muniment Room.) 

This Indenture made the Sixt day of October 
in the twelfte yeare of the Raigne of our Sove- 
raigne Lord Charles by the grace of God of 
England Scotland, France, and Ireland, King 
defendor of the faith &c Betwene the right wor- 
shipfuU Thomas Paske Doctor of Divinitie 
Master or Keeper of the CoUedge or Hall Com- 
monlie called Clare Hall in the Universitie of 
Cambridge and the fellowes of the same CoUedge 
on the one parte And Oliver Cromwell of the 
Cittie of Elie, Isle of Elie and Countie of Cam- 
bridge Esquire on the other parte Witnesseth 
that the said Master and fellowes, with one assent 
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and consent Have demysed graunted and to ferme 
letten, and by these presents doe demyse graunt 
and to ferme lett Unto the said Oliver Cromwell, 
One peece or parcell of ground with two ponds in 
the same late in the occupation of one Thomas 
Hildersham even soe as it lyethe betwene the 
Hall called the Bell houlte^ of the north parte and 
the garden late in the occupation of the said 
Thomas Hildersham of the south parte conteyn- 
ing in lengthe at the head abutting upon the 
northe next unto the Vinyard of the Lord Bishop 
of Elie Three-score and tenn yards, And it con- 
teynethe in lengthe from the said Vinyard of the 
southe Three-score and tenn yardes and one foote 
And it conteyneth in breadth on the west part 
Twentie and Sixe yardes and two foote, And in 
the head next Lindislane it conteynethe fowrtene 
yardes, Also in the mydest it conteynethe Twentie 
nyne yards To have and to hold the said peece 
or parcell of ground afore demysed with all and 
singular thappurtenances unto the said Oliver 
Cromwell his heires executors or assignes from the 
feast of St Michaell Tharchangell last past before 
the date hereof unto the full ende and tearme of 
one and twentie yeares from thence next ensuing 
fuUie to be compleat and ended yeilding and pay- 
ing therefore yearlie during all the said tearme 
unto the said Master and Fellowes, their Successors 
or certaine Attorney at the feast of Thanun- 
tiation of the blessed Virgin Marie at and within 
the Common Hall of the said CoUedge twoe peckes 

^ HouUe appears to be the same as koU^ that isi wood. 
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of good and marchandizable wheate sweete cleane 
and well dressed, And twoe pecks of good and 
marchandizable Maulte of Barley well dryed and 
cleane dightS Or for defaulte of deliverie of the said 
wheate and Maulte or any part thereof, to pay to 
the said Master and fellowes, their Successors or 
certaine Attorney soe much readie and current 
monye of England after the rate and price as the 
best wheate & maulte shalbe sould for in the 
markett of Cambridge the next markett day before 
the said wheate and maulte shallbe due without 
fraude and covin* And at the feast of St Michaell 
Tharchangell the summe of one shilling fowre 
pence of good and lawfuU monye of England 
And if it shall happen the said yearlie Rent of 
monye wheate and Maulte, or the summe of mony 
due for the same wheate and Maulte to be behinde 
unpaid in parte or in all by the space of twentie 
dayes next after either of the said feast dayes of 
payment and delivery as aforesaid. That then this 
present lease shalbe utterlie voyde, and it shall 
and may be lawfull to and for the said Master and 
Fellowes their Successors or certaine Attorney into 
the said peece or parcell of ground with two 
pondes to reenter and the same to have againe 
repossesse and inioye as in their former right, 
And the said Oliver Cromwell his Executors and 
Assignes from thence cleerlie to expell amove 
and putt out this Indenture or any thing therein 
conteyned to the contrarie thereof in any wyse 

^ Dight, viz. prepartd. 
' Covin^ firOTd the French, means daeit or eonspiraey. 
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notwithstanding And the said Oliver Cromwell 
doth covenant and graunt to & with the said 
Master & fellowes and their successors by these 
pre'tes That he the said Oliver Cromwell his 
executors and Assignes shall from tyme to tyme 
during the said tearme at his and their owne 
proper coste, and charges, sufficientlie hedge and 
ditche the demysed premisses (yf any such repara- 
cons be required thereunto) And the same soe 
sufficiently hedged, ditched, and fenced at the ende 
of the said tearme shall leave and yeild upp unto 
the said Master & fellowes & their Successors 
accordinglie Provided alwayes that it shall not be 
lawfuU for the said Oliver Cromwell his executors 
administrators and Assignes to alienate or sett 
over the said demysed premisses, nor any part 
nor parcell thereof for his whole tearme to any 
person or persons whatsoever without the lycence 
and consent of the Master and more part of the 
fellows of the said CoUedge or their Successors 
first had and obteyned in writing under their 
hands (except it be by last will and testament) 
Provided also that that person and persons to 
whom the said demysed premisses or every or 
any part thereof shalbe soe given graunted alien- 
ated sould Assigned and sett over for the whole 
tearme of yeares either by last will and testament 
or by lycence & consent shall within three 
monethes next after such gifte graunt alienation 
setting over or deathe of the said Oliver Cromwell 
repaire and come unto the said Master & fellowes 
or their Successors with request to have the same 
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premisses and everie part thereof renewed and re- 
graunted in his or their owne proper name or names 
for the number of yeares then to come and not 
expired The which newe reg^unt the said Master 
and Fellowes for them and their Successors doe 
Covenant and promise to make and deliver accord- 
ingly without taking anything therefore but the 
ordinarie charges and fees for writing and sealing 
thereof In witness whereof to the one part of 
these Indentures remayning with the said Oliver 
Cromwell the said Master and fellowes have putt 
their common seale And to the other part thereof 
remayning with the said Master and Fellowes the 
said Oliver Cromwell hath putt his seale Inter- 
changablie the day and yeare first above written. 
Anno Domini 1636. 

(The signatures and seal are unfortunately removed) 



XXIII 

Tillotson to Dr Dillingham: Death of 
Oliver Cromwell, &c. 

(Tillotson here repeats the current story that Cromwell nomi- 
nated his son Richard as his successor. Mr Northey is 
probably WilUam Northey who matriculated at Wadham 
College, Oxford, in 1634, and was afterwards a barrister 
of the Middle Temple. His son, Sir E. Northey, was 
appointed Attorney General in 1701. The business 
referred to in this and the following letters was in connection 
with the estates at Mile End and Lisse, left to the College 
by Joseph Diggons {See Collie History, p. lai). Cole 
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must have proposed to rent this property of the Coli^e. 
The Rev Obadiah Lee was vicar of Kirkthorpe, but some 
dispute had arisen between him and Barnabas Oley about 
the vsdidity of his title. Mr S. Clayton lived dose to 
Kirkthorpe and was an advocate of Lee's claims. He 
tells us in a letter that he had himself been at Clare.) 

HONO*'^ S» 

On Fryday at 4 in the aftemoone 
(being the famous 3d of 7°"^') it pleas'd God 
to put a period to the Protectors life. On Sat- 
urday in the forenoone his son Richard (whom 
on Munday last [& not before] hee had nomi- 
nated his Successor) was proclaym'd in London 
& Westminster, by the Councill, the L** Mayor 
& Aldermen, the officers of the Citty Militia, 
& the unanimous consent of all the officers of 
the Army. Here are strict guards kept about 
London, tho all things bee as yet in a deepe 
peace & people do not seeme to take notice of any 
alteration. 

I have sent your Letter to Mr Northey which 
is as full as can bee, I shall go to him my selfe 
on Wednesday & retaine him as Counsell & 
desire of him a coppy of the Court Roll &c. S' 
Edmund Prideaux will likewise speake to him. 
I was to speak with Mr Clayton on Saturday but 
could not meet with him, however I spoke with 
him on Fryday, before I red* yours & told 
him that I expected to hear from you shortly & 
did beleeve that the Society would bee ready to 
gratify him in this after they had seene the testi- 
monialls, which satisfyed him very well. I have 
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enclosed the testimonial! (which I desire may be 
returned mee when you send up the presentation) 
& a petition from the parish on his behalfe. Mr 
Lee was with mee on Saturday and desired mee 
to make it his humble request to the Society that 
hee might bee presented, hee seems to bee a 
very sober man 8c to deserve that place at least, 
& is ordain'd. If you please to present him Mr 
Clayton desires the presentation may be hasten'd 
as much as may bee, which if it be sent up to mee 
with a note of the charges of writeing &c I shall 
receive them of him, & take Bonds (which hee 
hath promised to give) before I deliver it to him. 
I have return'd Mr Claytons 2 Letters to you. 

Mr Cole was with mee about 2 dayes ago who 
presents his service to you & desires the resolu- 
tion of the Society ; hee sayth hee will not give 
above 54/. per ann., but I would not have it lett 
under 60/. for so much Mr Pickering tells mee it 
will give. S' I begg of you & the Fellowes 
(which I forgott when I was at Camb.) leave to 
discontinue a while longer, I hope I may bee 
further serviceable to the Coll. in the settlem* 
of this estate. 

With my respects to your selfe & the Fellowes 
I take leave & rest 

yours to serve you, 

J TiLLOTSON 

They are att present all astonish* at Court 
& can do nothing, when they begin to act again 
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I shall make bold to acquaint you with such things 
as shall come to my knowledge. 
ymb. ^th 1658. 

For the Right Wor" Dr Theophilus 

Dillingham Master of Clare-Hall in Cambridge. 

XXIV 

Tillotson to Dr Dillingham on the same 

subject as the last. 

HoNO"' S" 

Since I writt last I have been 
with Mr Clayton who takes it very kindly 
from the CoUedge that they have presented Mr 
Lee & desird mee to give his thankes to the 
Society & in particular to your selfe ; I have sent 
downe Mr Lee's bonds here enclosed & have 
rec** of him 6^. Scl, I know not whether I 
acquainted you in my last with what Mr Cole told 
mee, that our Tenant of Lisse gives out that being 
but to continue a yeare & being bound by no 
covenants hee will make his advantage of his 
time, I suppose he meanes by plowing &c. 

I have sent you the Petition & advise ; wee 
have litle newes; It is beleev'd Lambert will 
bee taken in againe into Councill & Army. All 
things are very quiet here. My humble service 
to the Society. I am 

S' your very humble servant 

7»i> 20th 1658 Jo TiLLOTSON 

For the Wor" Dr Dillingham 

Master of Clare- Hall in Cambridge 
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XXV 

Tillotson to Dr Dillingham, about compounding 
with the Lords of the Manor for Mile End, &c. 

HoNO"^ S« 

I received yours the last & lo/. by 
Murray for which I gave him an Acquittance; 
I had writt to you sooner but that S' Orlando 
hath been very ill & hardly to bee spoken with ; 
I was with him this morning & hee tells mee that 
upon a most serious consideration of our busines 
hee can not advise us to bee at the trouble & 
charges of an Act of Parliam^ for wee shall 
never bee able to passe it without a saveing the 
rights of others, & so it will bee nothing ag* 
the hey re. As for Mile-end hee adviseth us to 
compound with Coll. Smith &c as easily as wee 
can, hee sayth a lOo/. is enough but wee had 
better give that then put ourselves to any further 
trouble ; but hee will not have us to enfranchise 
but to take that course which Mr Northey advised 
us to or some other as hee shall direct ; so that I 
shall proceed to an agreem* with the L^ this 
weeke if I heare nothing from you to the contrary ; 
S' Orlando adviseth us to lett a Lease of all Mr 
Diggons estate to some f "* [friend] & hee to levy a 
fine, which after five yeares quiet enjoym* will 
cutt of the heyre. I pray lett mee know your 
apprehensions of it. S' Orlando presents his 
respects to you & sayth hee shall bee very ready 
to serve you to his utmost ; I prest 5/. upon him 
but hee would not take it, sayd it would bee time 
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enough to thinke of that when the busines was 
ended. There is nothing done in ParliamS the 
Commonwealth party though not considerable for 
number, yet are very troublesome & grow bolder 
dayly; nothing can bee put to the Question for 
their speeches ; They endeavour to engage a 
part of the Army in a Remonstrance for them & 
till that come to keepe of the Recognition, you 
will see in the newes booke that 2 members were 
put out on Saturday ; I feare Dr Sclater will bee 
in some danger; I beleeve Sr Antho. Ashby 
Cooper will bee turn'd out next by way of revenge 
upon the Commonwealths-men, who were the cause 
that Jones was put out, out of spight to the 
Lawyers; Hen Nevill will go out upon another 
ace*. I have no more but that I am 

Sr your very humble servant 

Jo TiLLOTSON 
Feb. i4*»» 1658 

For the Wor? Dr Dillingham 

Master of Clare-Hall in Cambridge. 

XXVI 

Tillotson to Dr Dillingham^ an the same subject 

as the last letter^ &c. 
S- 

I was with Mr Northey lately & hee 
tells mee that the Lords are willing to take a 
100/. & they will leave it to us to take the copy 
up in what way wee please that is consistent with 
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the Customes of the Manner ; I have spoken with 
Mr Attornay & S' Orl. & they advise us to it. 
I desire to know the mind of the Society in it & 
what way you judge best to take it up in, Sr 
Orlando hath promised his best advise in it; If 
you like this agreem* & order where I may re- 
ceive the moneys I shall speedily bring it to 
an issue. Wee have no newes here. The new 
Speaker is very sick, so that the house adjourned 
on Mundey till to day, & now (I thinke) they are 
chuseing a new Speaker. 

Just now I am told that Mr Bamfield is chosen 
Speaker, & S' Lislebone Long^ very neare death. 
There are like to bee great complaints to the 
Parliam* against the Lieutenant of the Tower, 
the Secretary, the L*** Commissioners of the Great 
Seale, & the late High Court of Justice, of which 
you will heare further if the Pari* continue ; 
Dr Wilkins his Grant for Trinity Colledge past 
yesterday. This is all the newes at present from 

Sr your assured friend to serve you, 

Jo. TiLLOTSON 
Mrch i6*»» 1658 

Mr Northey sent to mee just now to desire mee 

to speed the busines. 

For the Wori* Doctor Theophilus 

Dillingham Master of Clare- Hall 
in Cambridge 

* Sir Lislebone Long's death was announced in the House the same 
evening. 
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XXVII 

Tillotson to Dr Dillingham^ respecting 

Mile End, &c, 

(For Nicholas Carter & Isaac Fowler see College History 

pp. 91 and 115.) 

I rec** yours & have return'd the 
enclosed back againe ; I was with Sr Orl. Bridg- 
man, hee saith wee may safely proceed, to day 
Mr Northey & hee are to meet to advise 
about the manner of settling it ; Mr Northey is 
willing to have all the Trustees you mention, I 
have enclosed a Letter of Attornay which I pray 
returne signed sealed and delivered. Mr Fowler 
writt since to mee to endeavour to-gett 20/. abated 
upon consideration that they have ready money, 
which is impossible for the consideration doth not 
amount to above 4 or 5/. The summ that I 
offred to them att first was by the advise of Sr 
Orl. & Mr Attornay, & that small consideration is 
not worth the standing upon. I shall send you 
downe the writings very shortly ; I could not yet 
meet with Dr Harrington. Mr Cole was with mee 
on Saturday & was in a great passion hearing that 
wee had agreed with the Tenant. I shall tell you 
privately what hee sayth you may beleeve him as 
you see cause. That the Tenant gave Mr C. 30 
peeces to bring on this bargaine, that Mr Carter 
hath made a 2d sale of woods hee knoweth not 
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whether by order or without. That the thing is 
richly worth lOo/. per annum, & hee would 
willingly have given 200/. fine to have had it 
upon the Termes you have lett it. That hee will 
give us the trouble of a suit ; That hee supposeth 
the fall of the ProL made you slight him so much. 
To which I return'd that wee should not beleeve 
any thing rashly concerning a member of our 
Society, that I supposed hee had order for a 2d 
sale ; that I wondered hee should formerly so con- 
fidently averr it to bee worth but 65/. per annum. 
That I supposed the Coll. would have us'd their 
liberty if the Prot. had continued. For newes they 
say the Fleet have submitted all but Mountague, 
but no declaration is printed. Mr Meaner made a 
vehement speech ag* Lambert when hee came 
to the house to take his commission but Sr H. Vane 
apologized for him & so hee past; they delay Dis- 
breaus commission. The peace is concluded be- 
twixt France & Spayne & both kings have highly 
engaged for C. S. [Charles Stuart]. The rest the 
Pamphletts will tell you. My humble service to 
the Society. I am 

S' yours to serve you 

Jo. TiLLOTSON 
June 13th 1659 

For the Ri Wor^J Dr 
Theophilus Dillingham 
Master of Clare- Hall 
Cambridge 
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XXVIII 

Tillotson to Dr Dillingham. The admission 
to the copyhold at Mile End, &c. 

(For Dr Nathaniel Vincent see College History, pp. 134-6, &c. 
Glenton was the Cambridge carrier, see LIV.) 

HON^ S^ 

I heard nothing from Glenton last 
weeke, I sent this weeke & rec"^ of him 50/. 
I shall take 20/. of Mr Caley and I desire 
that I may have the rest on Tuesday, for on 
Wednesday wee have appoynted to bee admitted ; 
After admittance I shall send you downe the 
writeings & what wee are advised to concerning 
the Settlem* (I had sent it you now but that Sr 
Orlando is not well) that wee may have your appro- 
bation of it & if you would have any thing alter'd 
you may signify so much to us ; Mr Northey con- 
curres with you in that, that it is fitt wee should 
declare our trust by some writeing. The newes 
here is that Tithes are like to bee taken away 'tis 
certaine that Sr H. Vane will use all his witts to 
do it. There is no good Agreem* in the house ; 
There is a great party ag' S' H. Vane; My 
L** Fleetwood begins to see that now they intend 
to undermine him which breeds ill bloud amongfst 
them. There is no Act at Oxford. S' I under- 
stand that my chamber is dispos'd of to S' 
Vincent ; I know not how the case stands as to 
my Fellowship, otherwise, I should thinke the 
chamber were mine ; If it bee not too late, I should 
desire that when the CoUedge thinke fitt I should 
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quitt my Fellowship or chamber, I may have notice 
of it, that so I may fairly leave them & have no 
temptation to drawmee away from studying (accord- 
ing to my meanfenjes) the happines of a place I 
love so well. My service to the Society I am 

S' your assured Friend and humble Serv* 

Jo. TiLLOTSON 
June 24th 1659 

For the R' Wor»? Dr 
Theophilus Dillingham 
Master of Clare Hall 
in Cambridge 

XXIX 

Tillotson to Dr Dillingham, His Fellowship ; 
Conference at Hampton Court, 

HoNo*^ S'" 

I entreate that favour of you that 
if the Dividend bee made up you would bee 
pleas'd to pay to Mr Wilson what is due to mee, 
It is very probable Mr Gunning will resume his 
Fellowship in which I thinke I am ; whatever be- 
come of that I shall ever bee ready to serve the 
interest of the CoUedge to my power. The Com- 
mentators are now come forth if S' Orlando 
Bridgman bee not otherwise gratifyd I thinke they 
will bee a convenient present and will bring their 
excuse with them for so long a delay. I cannot 
now come at the booke wherin my ace** are 
but I remember my selfe to bee indebted to the 
Coll. about 4/. for moneys rec** here more then 
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expended, you may bee pleas'd to reserve so much 
till I send an Ace* to you. The King is 
resolv'd upon a Conference at Hampton Court 
betwixt the Episcopal! & Presbyt. Divines, 1 2 of 
each, & himselfe will hold the chayre ; I hope 
something will bee done towards an Accommoda- 
tion ; Dr Reynolds & Mr Calamy are to nominate 
I o more to themselves for that party ; they 2 and 
Mr Manton are sworne Chaplains to his Majesty. 
I am 

S' your faithfuU friend & humble serv' 

June iS^»> 1660 Jo. TiLLOTSON. 

For the right Wor" Dr Theophilus Dillingham 
Master of Clare- Hall in Cambridge 

XXX 

Order to restore Peter Gunning to his Fellowship. 

Wheras Peter Gunning Baccalaure in Divinity 
& late fellow of Clare Hall in Cambridge was 
wrongfully ejected out of his fellowshipp, these 
are to require you forthwith to restore him to his 
sayd fellowshipp & seniority therin, & that from 
henceforth he have & injoy all manner of profitts, 
& rights therunto belonging. & for so doing this 
shall be your warrant. Given under my hand 
this 20th of June 1660 in the twelfe yeare of the 
reigne of our soveraine Lord the King 

Manchester 

To the Master & fellowes of Clare Hall in Cam- 
bridge according to an order of the hous of Lords 
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XXXI 

Order to restore Barnabas Oley to his Fellowship. 

Whereas Barnabas Oley Master in Arts & 
senior fellow of Clare Hall in Cambridge hath 
been wrongfully ejected & kept out of his fellow- 
shipp for absenting himselfe^ from the sayd HaU 
during the warrs in the service of the king these 
are to require you forthwith to restore him the 
sayd Barnabas Oley to his sayd fellowshipp, & 
that from hencefordi he have & injoy all fees 
rights profitts & priviledges therunto belonging. 
And for so doing this shall be your warrant 
Given under my hand this 9th day of July 1660. 

Manchester 
To the Master & fellowes 
of Clare Hall for the 
time being 

XXXII 

Order to restore John Heaver to his Fellowship. 

Whereas John Heaver Master in Arts & 
fellow of Clare hall in Cambridge hath been 
wrongfully putt out of his fellowshipp. These 
are to require you forthwith to restore him to his 
sayd fellowshipp & seniority therein & that from 
henceforth he have & injoy all manner of profitts 
rights & priviledges thereunto belonging. Given 
under my hand this loth day of July 1660 

Manchester 
To the Master & Fellowes 
of Clare hall in Cambridge 
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XXXIII 

Order respecting the restoration to their fellowships 

of Peter Gunning Barnabas Oley and John 

Heaver y specifying the manner in which room 

was to be m^de for them. 

July 30th 1660 

Whereas by severall Mandates lately directed 
unto you under my hand you were authorised & 
appoynted to restore Peter Gunning, Barnabas 
Oley, & John Heavers unto their Rights in your 
CoUedge ; By which I alwayes intended that the 
said Peter Gunning Barnabas Oley & John 
Heavers should bee restored by the removeall 
and displaceing of such as were immediately put 
into their Rights, and if there bee none such now 
in the CoUedge then that they should bee restored 
by the removeall & displaceing of so many of the 
Juniors of the same Foundation of which they 
respectively were. And not by the removeall or 
displaceing of any others whether elected or put 
in by any Authority or pretended Authority. 
Now I do hereby require that this course bee 
observed by you in the restoreing of the said 
Peter Gunning Barnabas Oley & John Heavers 
or that in case anything have already been done 
in pursuance of the said Mandates contrary to my 
meaning hereby declar'd, that upon sight hereof 
you rectify your proceedings according to the 
intent of this Order. 

Manchester 
To the Master & fellowes 
of Clare hall in Cambridge 
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XXXIV 

(For the subject oi this letter see Collie History, 

pix 114. 115.) 

Rev^ Sir 

Upon Mr Wilson's request I can- 
not but acquaint you with what Mr Clarkson 
hath assured mee upon his certaine knowledge; 
That the Orders which they had from the E, of 
Manchester had no respect to the Seniority of 
those who were remov'd, or of those who were 
put into their places ; but that each of them had a 
particular Order procured at severall times, with 
the name of the person into whose place they 
were put specify d in each Order ; & that hee doth 
confidendy beleeve that Mr Holcroft was put into 
Mr Paskes Fellowship, because hee hath seen his 
Order. So that it must needs seeme very severe 
to thrust out Mr Wilson upon a naked conjecture 
which hath not the least foundation of truth to 
support it; especially seeing hee is otherwise 
confirmed by Act of Parliam*, & had made so 
faire way for Dr Heavers by Mr Sharpes resig- 
nation. I remember when I was last at the 
CoUedge I told you that Mr Sharpe was in Mr 
Fabians place, and you cannot imagine I had any 
mind to do Mr Sharpe an injury ; but I therefore 
said it because Mr Fowler had constantly told 
mee so who best knew those things. I shall 
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trouble you no further, but leave it to your con 
sideration & rest 



S' your very humble serv*, 

John Tillotson 



March i6^ 1660 

For the Right Wor^^ Dr Theophilus 
Dillingham Master of Clare-Hall 
in Cambridge 

XXXV 

The King's first letter for the election of Dr Peter 
Gunning to the Lady Margaret Professorship 
of Divinity. 

Charles R 

Trusty and well beloved We greet you well. 
Forasmuch as We are given to understand that 
the place of Margarett Professor in Our Univer- 
sity of Cambridge is now actually voyd, And 
being desirous to advance such Persons to be 
Professors in Our Universityes as are eminent as 
well for their Learning and Piety as Loyalty to 
Us Are graciously pleased to recommend unto you 
Our trusty and well beloved Doctor Peter Gun- 
ning one of Our Chaplaines in Ordinary as one in 
all respects fitly qualified for the said Place of 
Margaret Professor in Our said University, earn- 
estly desireing that upon Sight hereof you would 
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elect & admitt him therunto, with all the Profitts 
priviledges & advantages belonging to the same. 
Wherin as We cannot doubt to find a ready com- 
pliance from you in these Our desires, Soe Wee 
doe assure you that your soe doeing will receive 
a gracious Interpretation and good acceptance 
from Us, and We shall remember it upon any 
fitt occasion for your good and advantage, And 
Soe We bid you farewell. Given at Our Court 
at Whitehall the 28th day of January 1660 

By his Ma*^** command 

Edw. Nicholas 

To Our trusty and well beloved 
the Electors of the Divinity 
Professor founded in Our 
University of Cambridge 
by Margarett Duchesse of 
Richmond. 

XXXVI 

Second Mandate for the same. 

Charles R 

Trusty & well beloved Wee greet you welL 
Whereas Wee have lately signifyed Our Pleasure 
to you concerning bestowing of the Margaret- 
Professor's Place in that Our University, on Dr 
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Peter Gunning, which Wee expected should have 
by you readily been complyed with ; now under- 
standing that Our Letters being read, there ap- 
peared some dissent about the sence of the 
Statute in that behalfe provided, and some begin- 
nings of parts-takeing, & division likely to come 
upon the Election, Wee therefore, to prevent all 
differences among you, and in pursuance of Our 
former desires, doe will & require you the Vice- 
chancellor, upon sight of these Our Letters, to 
admitt forthwith in the presence of the Drs & 
Batchellors of Divinity assembled in the Congre- 
gation-House (whom also by these Wee will you 
to assemble) the said Dr Gunning into the Mar- 
garet-Professor's Place, any Statute to the contrary 
notwithstanding; Wee being well satisfyed, that 
he is a person everyway eminently qualifyed for 
the due discharge of that place, unto the profit & 
service of the Church, & of that Our University. 
And so Wee bid you farewell. Given at Our 
Court at Whitehall the 4th day of Febr. in 
the thirteenth yeare of Our Reigne. 

By his Ma*^ Command 

Edw. Nicholas 

To Our Trusty & Wellbeloved the Vice-Chan- 
cellor Drs & Batchellors in Divin^ of Our 
University of Cambridge, Electors consti- 
tuted of the Margaret- Professor in Divin*^ 
of that Our University. 
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XXXVII 

Letter from the King. Richard Hooke to be 
elected to a Probaiionary Fellowship. 

(For the meaning of the phrase su College History, p. i66, 
and for the interference of the Crown in such matters, 
p. i8i of the same volume. Hooke was admitted on 
July 29.) 

Charles R 

Trusty and Welbeloved, Wee greet you well. 
Whereas Wee have received very good testimony 
of the piety & Learning of Ric"* Hooke Bache- 
lor of Arts in your CoUedge, that he is in all 
respects sufficiently deserving, and no way ob- 
noxious for (any) just exceptions ; Wee are gra- 
ciously pleased (for his further encouragement in 
his studies) effectually to recommend him the said 
Richard Hooke unto you, that you admit him into 
the first Probationers place now voyd in that your 
Colledge, to enjoy all the priviledges, dues, & 
emoluments thereunto belonging, And also that 
he succeed into the first Fellowship of the Old 
Foundation that shall be voyd, according to the 
practice of your said Colledge, Notwithstanding 
any Statute or Custome which may be pretended 
to the contrary. And for so doing this shall be 
your Warrant. Given at Our Court at Whitehall 
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the 25th day of July, 1664. in the sixteenth yeare 
of Our Reigne. 

By his Ma**J* command 

Will Morice 

To Our Trusty and Welbeloved 
The Master & Fellowes of 
Clare Hall in Our University 
of Cambridge. 

XXXVIII 

The King requires the election of Edmund 
Walthew to a Fellowship, 

(A note to the letter adds but it took not effect. Edmund 
Walthew was however elected to an Exeter Fellowship on 
Nov. 14, 1673.) 

For Avery see Du Cange who derives it from the French mmr. In 
Ash's dictionary it is defined as '*The place where the oats and provender 
for the king's horses are kept" 

Charles R 

Trusty & Wellbeloved, Wee Greet you Well. 
Whereas Our Trusty & Wellbeloved servant 
Henry Walthew Clerk of Our Avery hath 
humbly represented unto us, That out of his 
patemall care for the education of his son 
Edmund Walthew in a way of scholarship, hee 
hath hitherto made hard shift, but being by his 
great sufferings in the late unhappy times scarcely 
able to support him longer in that way, hath 
humbly besought us, in consideration of the lonj 
& faithfuU service performed by him, to Us 
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Our Royall Progenitors, to g^rant Our Royall 
Letters unto you for the election & admission of 
his said son into a Probation Fellowship in that 
your society, hee being now a scholar of your 
House & a Batchelour of Arts, & thereby capable 
of such preferment. Wee are Gratiously Pleased 
to condescend unto his request herein, & have 
accordingly thought fitt hereby to signify Our 
Will & Pleasure unto you, Willing & Requiring 
you, forthwith upon die receipt of these Our 
Letters, without difficulty or delay, to elect & 
admit him the said Edmund Walthew Probationer 
& fellow of the Foundation of that your House ; 
To have & enjoy the said Place with all Profits 
Priviledges & advantages thereunto belonging, as 
fully & amply to all intents & purposes as any 
other hold or have held & enjoyed the same. 
Any statute or usage of that your House to the 
contrary notwithstanding, with all which Wee are 
hereby Gratiously pleased to dispense in this 
behalfe ; And soe expecting your ready Comply- 
ance with this Our Royall Pleasure, Wee bid you 
Farewell. Given at Our Court at Whitehall the 
2d day of Aprill. 1672. 

By His Maj^** Command 

Arlington 

To Our Trusty & Wellbeloved the Master & 
Fellows of Clare Hall in the University of 
Cambridge, & in the absence of the Master, 
To the Vice-Master & Fellows of the said 
Hall. 
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XXXIX 

Mandamus from yames II. Dispensation for 
Edmund Waltkew to hold his Fellowship for 
four yearSy together with the Vicarage of 
Ilsham (Iskham? See Diocesan History 
of Rochester.) 

James R 

Trusty and welbeloved We greet you well. 
Whereas Our trusty and welbeloved Edmond 
Walthew one of the Fellows of that Our Hall 
and Vicar of Ilsham in the Diocesse of Rochester, 
hath by his humble Petition informed Us, that 
the House, Barne, Stables & Outhouses belong- 
ing to the said Vicaridge, were in Aprill last 
burnt and consumed without his fault, whereby he 
is damnifyed to the value of two hundred and 
fifty pounds ; and being uncapable by the Statutes 
of Our said Hall to hold his Fellowship with the 
said Vicaridge above the space of one yeare, the re- 
building of the said House and Premisses, which he 
is obliged unto by Law, is like to prove his ruine ; 
and hath therefore prayed Us to grant him Our 
Dispensation, that together with his said Vicaridge, 
he may hold and enjoy his Fellowship : We being 
graciously pleased to condescend thereunto, have 
thought fit hereby to Will and Require you to 
permit and suffer him the said Edmond Walthew 
to hold and enjoy his said Fellowship with the 
Vicaridge of Ilsham abovementioned during the 
terme of four yeares after the time he ought to 
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quit the same, with all the Rights, Priviledges, 
Profits & advantages thereunto belonging, any 
Statute, Custom or Constitution to the contrary 
notwithstanding, with which We are graciously 
pleased to dispense in this behalfe. And so ex- 
pecting your ready complyance herein. We bid 
you Farewell. Given at Our Court at Whitehall 
the 25th day of February i68| in the fourth yeare 
of Our Reigne. 

By his Maj'^' command 

Sunderland. 

To Our trusty and welbeloved 
the Master and Fellows of 
Clare Hall in Our University 
of Cambridge. 

XL 

General Monk to the Vice-Chancellor (Dr Dilling- 
ham) on being chosen Burgess for the University. 

Sir 

I have received your leter and in it 
(that then which noething could bee more well- 
come to me) an ample testimony of the good 
affections of your famous University. It hath 
been allwaies a great part of my desire and am- 
bition to bee serviceable to those eminent founda- 
tions which are the glory of our Nation, and I 
can not but thinke it a happines to have oppor- 
tunity to doe it in this way. And if my owne 
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County should challenge my service in which case 
by a double obligation both of nature and promise 
I am engaged not to refuse them, Yet shall my 
acknowledgem' of this favour bee as great and 
my zeale to serve them as strong, and 1 hope my 
advantages and opportunities to promote their 
concernements not the less, which I begg the 
favour of you to acquaint them withall and 
remaine 

Your very humble serv^ 

George Monck 

S James's lo April 1660 

To his honoured freind the 
Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of Cambridge these. 



XLI 

Dr John Heaver to Dr Jackson. His journey 
to Portugal with Sir R. Fanshaw, 

(For Dr. Heaver see College History pp. 132, 133.) 

Deare S*" 

T'was my intent to have bene at 
Cambridg the next week, but I cannot be Mr of 
my owne purposes. I am this day without any 
warning sent to Portugall with S' Richard Fan- 
shaw having no notice of it till he was upon his 
way. on Saturday night (though I am somewhat 
indisposed in my health) I must wait upon him at 
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Dover This is a faire Prologue to my b^ging 
leave of Discontinuance from uie Society which T 
hope by your meanes to attaine. I have Com- 
mitted the Cause depending betweene the Coll. & 
Mr Wilson to Mr Dolbin of the Temple who will 
be very diligent in it, and is a reall freind to the 
Universityes. Some of the Coll. must be ready 
on the first day of next terme to be with him. My 
service to our Master Mr Peele Mr Newce &c. 
I hope to retume at the Comming over of the 
Queene let me have the benefit of your prayers 
Vale 

your affectionate Freind & ser* 

John Heaver. 

London Aug. 27. 61. 

For Dr James Jackson 

Fellow of Clarehall in Cambridg. 



XLII 
Dr John Heaver to Mr Thomas Peele. 

(See the last letter.) 

S" 

The inclosed should have bene with you 
sooner but Mr Mouse who should have brought 
it, is detained by busines. acquaint the Mr 
(I beseech you) with this that I have deliverd 
to Mr Dolbin our Pluries Mand. who promiseth 
to take care of it. the Warrant & the rest of the 
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writings are in his hands. It will be very necessary 
that some of the Coll. should be here to attend the 
Kings bench the first day of the Terme for I am 
this day hurried away with the Ambassador to 
Portugall. 

I pray beg my Pardon of the Society & crave 
their leave for Discontinuance. Let me have a 
stock going in your prayers as you have in the 
prayers of 

S' 

Your very faithfuU Freind & ser* 

John Heaver. 

For Mr Thomas Peele Fellow 
of Clare hall in Cambridge 
these with a small parcell. 

XLIII 

Dr John Heaver to Dr Dillingham, concerning 
the dices of his Fellowship, on his becoming 
Canon of Windsor and Fellow of Eton. 

S« 

your whole letter was an argument of 
such kindnes, as is alwaies to be acknowledged 
(whensoever opportunity shall offer it self) with 
more then verball thanks. In the interim I con- 
gratulate you (as you doe me in my new preferr- 
ments) in your new Son, & wish you may be as 
happy in him, as he is sure to be in such a Father. 
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In this our blessings are not much unlike, that both 
new borne children, & new preferrments are little 
else but Comfort & Charges ; & that makes me 
more solicitous at present in the busines you 
mentioned concerning the profitts of my fellowship 
at Clare-hall. I have fully considered the inclosed 
statute, & by it find, that the letter is strict, & 
summum Jus might possibly doe me an injury, if 
those or their freinds were to be judges who hope 
to succeed me in my place & profitts : if the 
founder her self could be Arbitratrix I should make 
no question, but that the dues for the time past 
till Lady day last would be adjudged to me as my 
right, but as I have dealt ingenuously with the 
Coll, so I cannot think that they will doe other- 
wise with me. yet this (amongst many other thinges) 
I have to say for my selfe, even according to the 
rigor of the letter of the Statute ; & shall instance 
in nothing but the words, tis not the being Con- 
tracted, but being married, & entring upon the 
wives estate ; nor being heire apparent to an 
estate, but being in possession, that removes any 
man from the Coll. either presently, or the yeare 
afterward : & my Case is parallell to both those for 
I am no more then Contracted, no more then heire 
apparent to both my preferrments till after Lady 
day last. The Bp of Hereford whome I suceed 
in the one, & the Provost of Eton whome in the 
other, are true proprietaryes till then. I might 
adde Dr Barrowes Case who is Fellow of this Coll., 
& enjoyed his other Fellowship at Peterhouse a 
yeare after, I cannot say whether of right, or 

54 



LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS 

custome or grace, which is usually granted, as to 
profitts. but I know the Statutes (if not of Peter- 
house) yet of this Coll., are as strict as Clarehalls, 
& that he might receive at least if not Claime with 
good Conscience. Indeed I find no examples to 
the Contrary, & should be unwilling to be made an 
example. 

I write not this with an intent to signifie that 
I desire the favour of the Coll. for this yeare also, 
(though I am not at present in a Condition to 
refuse it.) I should be very unwilling to be so 
prejudiciall to my successor whoever he be : but if 
he, or his party should attempt to hinder me from 
the whole last yeare which I conceive in equity my 
right (which I humbly beseech you to acquaint me 
with) it is now in my power to insert that, & more 
into a Royall dispensation which is now drawing 
up for me, & may possibly displease him, & not 
please me, because it may force me into such a 
Combate with the Coll., as may possibly leave a 
scarre behind it 

S' 

once more I thanke you for the singular 
favour of your letter, & the expressions of your 
affection in it, particularly to this busines. I am 
confident of some freinds that will concurre with 
you, to whome I desire my humble service may be 
presented, to name them now were in some sort to 
bribe them or at least bespeake them & that would 
be partiall. My Service therfore to the whole 
Society, to your self I wish all happines, & 
many children by one wife, & what else you most 
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desire, or is most desireable, which shall be alwaics 
the prayer of 

your faithfull Freind & humble Ser* 

Jo: Heaver. 

I rejoyce in the good health of our Freinds at 
Hadham, to whome my humble service & am 
unsatisfied till I have leisure to doe my duty in 
wayting upon them, which I shall endeavour upon 
the first occasion. 

For his Reverend Freind 

Dr Theophilus Dillingham M' 
of Clarehall & Vice Chancellor 
of the University of Cambridg 

XLIV 

Dr John Heaver to Dr Dillingham. His gift 
to the College Building Fund (July 26, 1662). 

The returne of our Electors of Kings Coll. 
is such a temptation to give you the trouble 
of a letter, that you will pardon me, if I be not able 
to resist it. I wrote about 6 weeks since to Mr 
Peel, & had I bene certaine of the miscarriage of 
that letter (which there is reason to suspect) I had 
seconded it before this time. But I am almost 
ashamed to appeare over-solicitous in my owne 
interest, when I have your freindship & care to 
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promote it. My request to him was to this effect, 
that he would procure my accounts with the Coll. 
to be stated (& I understand them to be nothing 
but my last yeares profitts, & 3/. i^. laid out about 
Mr Wilsons Case) the one halfe I desired might 
be returned to Mr Joseph Sheldon at the Golden 
key in St Pauls Churchyard, & the other to be 
imployd about the building. The same favour I 
now beg of you, intreating you to accept my small 
offering of halfe as an earnest of my affection to 
Clarehall, till I shall be able to expresse it more 
fully. I cannot tell what may be expected from 
Windsor & Eton (great names) the former had a 
good fleece, but the sheep was shorne before my 
coming, all but the taile, & till some yeares are 
pas't cannot be kept without Charges. 

My service (I beseech you) to Dr Paske, his 
Lady, & yours, to Dr Jackson, Mr Peel, Mr 
Johnson Mr Newce &c if you vouchsafe me 
an answer directed to Mr Joseph Sheldon to be 
sent to me you will very much oblige 



your most humble ser' 

John Heaver. 



St James Eton. 62. 



For the Reverend Dr Theophilus 
Dillingham M' of ClarehaU & 
Vice Chancellor of the University 
of Cambridg : 
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XLV 

Tillotson to Dr Dillingham^ in support of 
Marion's candidature for a Fellowship. 

I have an earnest suite to you on the 
behalfe of a young man of your CoUedge one 
Marion who stands Candidate for a Fellowship. 
I am informed he is a very good Scholar and upon all 
accounts deserving. II you who know him better 
thinke him worthy of your favour in this particular, 
you will lay a great obligation upon me by afford- 
ing him your help & furtfierance which I know will 
give a great stroke in the busines. I have written 
also to Dr Jackson & Mr Hancock & Mr More 
on his behalfe. This morning S' Wm Temple 
is gone Ambassadour for Holland & a cessation 
of hostility is every day expected. This is all 
the newes at present. I feare the Parliament will 
suddenly be prorogued. My very humble service 
to Mrs Dillingham. I am 

S' your faithful friend & humble servant 

Jo. TiLLOTSON 
Lincolnes Inne Feb. 6^*» 1673 

For the Right WorP" Dr Dillingham 
Master of Clare- Hall in Cambridge 

XLVI 

Tillotson to Dr Blythe^ recommending 
Sir W. Temple as Burgess for the University. 

S" Canterbury July 26*^. 79. 

I am sensible of your kindnes to Mr 
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Vernon at your last election of Parliament men ; 
and if you be not already too far otherwise en- 
gaged, I would entreat you to assist by your 
interest in our CoUedge a very worthy Person 
who now stands, S' Wm Temple, a member of 
our University, and not only a friend to learning 
but a learned man himselfe, and able as any man 
to do us service. S' Tho. Exton I heare will stand 
& I hope will carry it for one ; and, if I be not 
misinformed, hath promised S' Wm his best 
assistance. The king is concerned for him, & I 
believe my L^ of Canterbury will heartily en- 
gage in his behalfe. I entreat you to give my 
service to Dr Jackson & Dr Vincent & Mr 
Hancock, to whom & the rest of my friends in 
the CoUedge I make the same request, I am 

S' your faithfuU friend & servant 

Jo. TiLLOTSON 

To the Reverend Dr Blythe 

Master of Clare- Hall in Cambridge 

XLVII 

Tillotson to Dr Blythe, recommending Willis 

to a Sizarskip. 

London June 9^ 1680. 

The bearer of these Mr Willis brings 
his son to be admitted of your CoUedge, who is 
a very hopeful! youth and a good scholar and 
worthy of encouragem'. His father, whom I 
have known for many yeares, was schoolemaster 
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of Isleworth where he liv d in good esteeme ; His 
condition is not plentiful!, so that he must admitt 
his son a sizer; Mr Hooke hath promised him 
his place at Xtmas. If there were any other 
void at present into which he might be admitted it 
would be a great favour. I commend him to 
your kindnes to give him what help & encour- 
agem^ you can. With my humble service to Dr 
Jackson, I rest 

S' your faithfuU friend & servant 

Jo. TiLLOTSON 

For the Reverend and my 
honoured Friend Dr Blythe 
Master of Clare- Hall in Cambridge. 

XLVIII 

Tillotson to Dr Blythe, asking him to be 

Tutor to Kirshaw, 

London Apr. 14^ 1681 

The Bearer hereof is the son of a 
Friend of mine Mr Kirshaw a Min! in Yorkeshire 
& a man of a very good estate. His Father 
hath thought fitt to remove him from Brazen-nose 
CoUedge in Oxford for no other reason but be- 
cause he is not there by reason of the Statutes 
capable of preferm* there being I think but one 
Yorkeshire Fellowship which is full. I do earnestly 
recommend him to your care, & favour as you 
shall find him to deserve it If you take Pupills 

60 



LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS 

yourselfe I desire he may be under your care, if 
not that you would be pleas'd to commend a 
Tutour to him. My humble service to Dr Jackson. 
I am 

S' Your faithful! humble servant 

Jo. TiLLOTSON 

For the Reverend Dr Blythe 

Master of Clare- Hall in Cambridge 

XLIX 

Tillotson to Dr Blythe^ recommending Maryon 

for a better Fellowship. 

London Febr. 2^ 1681 

A very good friend of mine, who hath 
a great interest in me, hath earnestly desir'd my 
Letter to you in behalfe of Mr Maryon who 
stands Candidate for a remove to a better Fellow- 
ship. I must refer it to you, who know him & 
his competitors best, what to do in it. If you 
judge him worthy, I entreat your favour to him, 
and will stand obliged to you for a greater thing 
if it fall in my power. Give me leave to trouble 
you with my humble service to Dr Jackson, whose 
civilities to me I must never forget. I am 

S' Your faithfuU friend & humble servant 

Jo. Tillotson 
For the Reverend & Right 
WorP" Dr Blythe Master 
of Clare Hall in Cambridge 
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Tillotsofiy (apparently) to Lady Rachel Russell. 

(Tillotson had attended her husband Lord William Russell 

upon the scaffold.) 

Hon"'' Madam Canterbury Nov°».*> 21. 1685 

When I look back upon the date 
of your LaP* Letter, I blush to see it hath 
layen by me so long unanswered. And yet 
I assure you no day passeth in which your 
La? & your deare children are not in my 
mind. But I know not how, in the hurry I am in 
in London one busines presseth so hard upon 
another that I have lest time for the things to 
which I have most inclination. I am now for a 
while got out of the tumult & noise of that great 
City, & do enjoy a litle more repose. It was a 
great trouble to me to heare of the sad losse 
which your deare Friend sustained during his short 
stay in England. But in some circumstances to 
dye is to live. And that voyce from heaven runs 
much in my mind which St John heard in his 
Vision of the last (as I think) & most extreme 
persecution which should befall the faithfuU ser- 
vants of God before the final downfall of Babylon, 
Blessed are the dead that dye in the Lord from 
henceforth ; meaning that they were happy that 
were taken away before that terrible & utmost 
trial of the faith & patience of the Saints. But 
however that be, I do greatly rejoyce in the 
preservation of your children from the great 
danger they were in upon that occasion, and 
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thank God heartily for it; because whatever 
become of us I hope they may live to see better 
things. Just now came the news of the proroga- 
tion of the Parliam! to the loth of February, 
which was very surprising to us. We are not 
without hopes that in the meanetime things will 
be disposed to a better agreem' against the next 
meeting. But when all is done our greatest com- 
fort must be that we are in the hands of God, & 
that he hath the care of us. And do not think, 
Madam, that he loves you the less for having put 
so bitter a cup into your hand. He whom he 
loved infinitely best of all mankind drank much 
deeper of it I did hope to have waited upon my 
L? of Bedford at my return to London, but now 
I doubt this Prorogation will carry him into the 
Countrey before that time. I entreat you to pre- 
sent my most humble service to his Lo?, & 
to deare litle Master, & the young Ladyes. I 
am not worthy of the consideration you are pleas'd 
to have of me, but I pray continually for you all, 
& shall ever be 

Madam 

Your La*? most faithfull 

& humble servant 

Jo. TiLLOTSON 

LI 

Archbishop Tillotson to Dr Blythe concerning his 
deviation of £200 to the College. 

S" Lambeth house June loth 1693 

I received your Letter, and am very 
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glad that I had an opportunity to testify my 
respects & kindnes to our College, whose good 
I shall alwayes endeavour to promote. I think it 
will be best applyed towards the carrying on of 
the Building, which I shall be glad, now that it 
hath been so far advanced by your care, you may 
live to finish. I entreat you to give my very 
affectionate service to your whole Society, whose 
prosperity and happines I wish from my heart, 
who am with true respect, 

S' 
Your faithfuU Friend and Servant 

Jo. Cant. 
To the Reverend Dr Blythe 
Master of Clare- Hall in 
Cambridge. 

LII 

S. Heme (afterwards Fellow of the College) to his 
Tutor, The Plagvs in London, &c. 

London July the i8 1665. 

Honoured Sir 

Blessed be the lord I got to London 
safe on wensday by eleven of the clock : and 
there is but very little notice tooke of the sick- 
nesse here in london though the bills are very 
great there dyd threescore & 18 in st giles in 
the feilds since the bill ; & 5 in one hour, in our 
parish scince, it spreads very much ; I went by 
many houses in London that were shut up; all 
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over the city almost; nobody that is in london 
feares to goe anywhere but in st giles's : they 
have a Bellman there with a cart; there dye so 
many that the bell would hardly ever leave ring- 
ing and so they ring not at all : the citizens begin 
to shut up apace; nothing hinders them from it 
but fear of the houses breaking open : my fathers 
has been shut up about a weeke; but theyr is 
hardly an house ope in the strand : nor the ex- 
change : the sicknesse is at Tottenham high crosse 
but Mr Moyse would not have you let his son 
know, it is much at hogsden ; so that I saw them 
as I went in the road, ly in a small thackt house, 
& I beleeve all most starved so great a dread it 
strikes into the people : I taryd In london till 
thursday in the afternoon, because the tide would 
not serve, but then went to Wandsor; I have 
not as yet been with my father but when I have 
he will see how he shall returne you that mony : 
S' If you please you may direct your letter to 
one Mr leman next doore to our house & he will 
send it us. It is very credibly reported that de 
Ryter is beat & taken or sunke. one wensday 
night such news came from hampton Court, the 
sickness is at Richmond & we beleeve the King 
will reside not there long. 

thus with my humble service to you & Mr 
Blith Jun. 

I Rest your Obedient pupill 

For his Honoured Tutour Sam: Herne. 

Mr Samuell Blithe fellow of 
Clarehall In Cambridge. 

65 5 



CLARE COLLEGE 



LIII 



Dr James yackson to S. Blythe (afterwards 
Master of the College). The plague in Cam- 
bridge. 

(In our College Muniment Room there is a packet of weekly 
" plague'' reports, which indicate that the Colleges suffered 
very little from the visitation — no doubt because so few of 
the members were in residence.) 

Kind S" 

I rec"? yours by the last, which accord- 
ing to your desire I communicated to the [M'] 
who professes with myself a great willingness 
to your single return, for you know our great 
solitude here, and how acceptable your compaine 
would bee upon severall accounts to us ; but hee 
desires mee also to lay before you the ill conse- 
quences, which will necessarilie follow thereupon : 
As first that it will bee very difficult for him, any 
further to perswade those who are now absent, to 
discontinuance, (and indeed hee has taken much 
paines and trouble to that purpose) when they 
find the admittance of any others. 2^^ that if 
upon readmittance (and there are many that waite 
for it) any ill accident should happen, there would 
verie hard censures lie upon him, for male=ad- 
ministration in his government, especially since 
wee heare not, of the admission of any one single 
Person in the whole Universitie since their shut- 
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ting upp, though many have pressed verie hard 
for it, but stick close to their decrees in that 
behalf, and soe resolve to doe, untill it please god 
to diminish our dangers. S' these and some 
other considerations, I am desird to present to 
you, that you may seriously consult them and 
your self also in order to your resolutions : Only I 
must add, that as yet the Master will not permitt 
the return of any ScoUars whatsoever amongst us. 
News wee have here little, but what it is take in 
this short. Dr Owen departed this life on Sunday 
Morning last. Mr Roberts of Bennet^ died some 
days before of a violent feaver. Our best intelli- 
gence makes us expect an increase of the sickness 
this fourtnight; the bills come not out till to 
morrow. This is all but Votum medici, salvus ut 
sieSy et pancratice valeas ita op tat 

Tui amantiss: 

Ja: Jackson. 

Aul: Clar. 9*^^ 16^©. 

The Master and his Lady, & Mr Low return 
respects & service. 

For his much respected friend 
Mr Samuel Blyth at Amring- 
Hall neere Norwich these 

Norfolke. 

1 Bennet, viz. Corpus Christi College. 
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LIV 



Dr Dillingham to S. Blythe during the Plague. 



Hearing of your intentions shortly to returne 
hither I thought good to signify to you both 
my owne sence & the sence of those here with 
mee (which Mr Low hath order allso to signify to 
you). As for your owne returne wee shall not bee 
against it, allthough wee suspect it may give en- 
couragement to other fellowes to doe the like 
which is not permitted in any College of the towne 
the greater the number is the greater the danger 
must needs bee, and therefore I pray think not of 
bringing any with you, wee have too many Scholars 
allready more then the too greatest Colleges which 
makes us as the case now stands with us desirous 
rather to bee without those wee have then to aug- 
ment our number & my opinion is that it had 
been better for some of ours that they had been 
else where then to bee left to themselves here & 
none to take account of them how they spend 
their time I hope you will observe order & not 
give any example of the returning of Scholars 
(for if one may why not others allso) before the 
case bee better with us. as for Heme I suppose 
his relations will willingly keep him with them & 
for your other Scholar you may provide for him 
elsewhere Thus not forgetting both mine & my 
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wifes respects to our relations where you are I 
commit you to Gods good protection 

remaining 

your loving friend 

Theoph. Dillingham 

Cl: hall Oct: 19. 1665 

To his loving friend Mr Blithe 
at Mr Hemes house in 
Amringall near Norwich 

LV 

Robert Lowe to S. Blythe. The Plague in 

Cambridge. 



R 



I received your kind letter and assure 
you it deserved a more welcome return then the 
unhappiness of this town will permit I have 
enquired and understand that the number of those 
that have dyed are not given in till Thursday 
night, and the Bills come forth on Friday in the 
evening, but it is on all sides guess'd that this bill 
will shew a great increase. Alderman Mywell 
the Brewer and one of his children dyed of the 
plague this last Munday, he hath had 4 children 
in all dead of it. Clayton the Barber in petty 
Cury and one of his children dyed last Satturday 
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of the sickness. It is newly broken out sadly by 
Christs (though they are all fled from that Colledge 
upon Mr Bunchly their Manciple's dying of the 
plague) where Nickolson the smith at the corner his 
wife and 2 children are dead within these 3 dayes, 
his other children being deadly sick in the house. 
But it most rageth in St Clements parish where 
seldome a day passeth without one dead of the 
sickness. Hee that dyed in St Maryes in the last 
bill was one Fuller a chandler nigh Mr Fowles as 
wee think. Poore Mr Brown the old man that is one 
of the university Musitians and Mr Saunders that 
sings the deep base are shut up in Mr Saunders's 
house in Green Street, whose child dyed last week 
suspected. 2 houses at Barton are infected by 2 
of Alderman Mywells children that are dead there. 
Ditton is broke out just by the Butcher from whom 
we had our meat which made us hastily remove 
to Grandchester. H. Glenton the Carryer fled 
from this town to Shelford, where he dyed within 
2 or 3 dayes suspected. Thus is this town un- 
happy not onely in its self but to its neighbours. 
Royston is sadly infected in 2 or 3 places the last 
of which is just in the middle of the town, the 
infection they say was brought thither by a Cam- 
bridg man, whom they caught and shut him up 
but he hath since made an escape, your books 
are conveied into your chamber and Wilby^ comes 
this day to the Coll, I will see 5 chauldren layed 
in for you. The M' his Lady and Dr Jackson 

' Apparently the coal merchant. The name is not very clear. Per* 
haps Wwly, 

70 



LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS 

present their due respects and service to you and 
so doth 

your most assured Friend and servant 

RoBT Lowe 

Clare Hall 

8^': the 19^ 65 

There hath been a fire in Trinity Coll : neere 
their Library so that they were forced to fling the 
books out at the windows, the damage is valued 
at above 100/. 

S*" Since the writing of this the M' sent for 
me to desire you to bring not a schoUar with you, 
for there is no Colledge in Town he saith will 
admit any and he is very resolute not to let one 
come into the Coll: yet, and the keyes are not 
trusted with the porter now wee are all lockt in 
the Coll : The M' desires me to tell you that he 
hath had great suit from divers to return, but he 
would not suffer one to come in and is resolved 
they shall not have that plea that any others are 
got in. He saith wee have more schoUars already 
in the Coll: then all Trinity and S* Johns, and 
that he could wish these out. For your self he 
bids me tell you, you shall be very welcome, but 
desires you not to think of bringing any with you. 
S' this message hath altered my intentions of 
laying in so many coles, pray let me know your 
full mind as to all particulars. 

These To his much Respected Friend 
Mr Samuel Blythe at Amringale 
neere Norwich Norfolk present 
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LVI 

Barnabas Okys gift of £ioo to King's College 
as compensation for Butt Close, 

(See College History, p. 131.) 

September the 16 1656 

Barnabas Oley late fellow of Clarehall in the 
Universitie of Cambridge hath Deposited in the 
Handes of The Master Fellowes & SchoUars of 
Clare- Hall aforesayd for the Time present, The 
sum of One Hundreth & Ten pounds good money 
to be payd by them or their successors for the 
Time Being, within seven yeares after the Death 
of the sayd Barnabas Oley unto the Provost 
Fellowes & Schollars of Kinges Colledge in the 
sayd Universitie for the Time being with care & 
fidelitie. 

The sayd Barnabas Oley doth most humbly 
desire the Provost Fellows & Scholars of Kings 
Colledge aforesayd for the time being to accept 
One Hundreth pounds of that sayd sum of 11 oL 
as a Testimony of his good affection & due re- 
spects to Kings Coll., and as a Compensation for 
any Detriment that Colledge susteined by parting 
with that part of Butt-Close which Clarehall now 
holdeth of them by Lease, & as a mean to per- 
petuate Love & amitie betwixt Kings Coll. & 
Clarehall. 

And the sayd Barnabas Oley doth further 
desire the Provost of Kings Colledge for the 
Time being to take unto Himself Three of the 
Senior fellowes & four of the Junior fellowes of 
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Kings Coll. for the time being, the sayd fellowes 
all, to be nominated by the Master of Clarehall 
for the Time being, & with them to consult, & 
with all their consents or the consent of the maior 
part of them to Lay out the sayd Hundreth 
poundes for the benefitt of Kings CoUedge afore- 
sayd, either for Reedifying with good stone that 
west part of the sayd CoUedge which is only yet 
built with Timber, or for increase of the Publick 
library of the said Coll. , or for accommodation of 
the Gardens of the Senior and Junior Fellowes of 
the sayd Coll., or for accommodating & bettering 
that part of Butt-Close yet remaining to the Junior 
Fellowes & SchoUars of K. Coll. aforesayd whose 
convenience for recreation was diminished by the 
letting of that part which is leased to Clarehall. 

And the sayd Barnabas Oley doth further 
insert & present these his humble & most earnest 
requests proposals or conditions to be granted 
by the Provost Fellows and Scholars of Kings 
Coll. aforesayd for the Time being, i. That 
They please from Time to Time constantly to 
renew unto the Master Fellows & Scholars of 
Clarehall aforesayd the lease of that part of Butt- 
close which they now have & upon such Termes 
as now they have & hold it. 2. That the said 
Provost Fellows & scholars of Kings Coll. afore- 
sayd be pleased to Do all neighbourly favors for 
Clarehall as namely to give Clarehall Leave to 
open some windowes for their cellars, & to put out 
some spoutes, upon the south side towards Kings 
Coll. chapel yard & to give leave to cut down 
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two or three trees which bee too near Clarehall 
South Range or west south west comer, & other 
favors that be not chargeable to Kings Coll., & 
yet usefuU for Clarehall aforesayd. 

The other Ten pounds Barnabas Oley doth 
desire may be given to Kings Coll. Groomes or 
the children of such Groomes as suffered most 
losse by the grasse of Butt Close being taken 
from them, & parted with to Clarehall. 

The humble Desire of 

Witnes Ric. Pettit thelder : Barnabas Oley. 
No': pub. 
George Elwoode 

LVII 

Barnabas Oley to Dr Dillingham^ concerning the 

Tenths to the Bishop of Ely out of St. JohtCs 

Hospital 

(See College History, p. 53) 

Tuesday. Febr. 17. 1662. London. 5 of Clock. 

Reverend S"" 

I present you (& Mrs Dillingham) with 
my humblest Resp^ & services in X*. I R** yours 
of Febr. 10. by Mr Valentine Peare. The money 
is Ready for Him. & I have told him so : & so 
has Mr Garth w! & waited for Him. & he has 
failed his sett Times : It was not pd at 2 of the 
Clock this day. And yesterday, I have waited 
on my L? B? of Ely. He seemed to think much 
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no body waited on Him sooner, (having Given the 
Coll. so much Time.) I took that upon my absence 
at W' [Worcester], & longer stay at Gransden 
then I intended, so he was satisfyed, very well : 
&, that he was not transported, is plain, for He 
has not yet begun suit ag* us, for which I gave him 
humble Thankes : & have left our charter (the 
copie) with Him to peruse. I told Him our First 
& Last Refuge sh*^ be His Clemency : & that 
we w^ not part with that. Though we had a 
Trial at Law (wherein we w** be very com- 
pliant for matter of expedition & charge :) & if 
he gott the betf , he must not Look back but 
only make us Tributary for the Time to come: 
For I knew he was more sollicitous for the Right 
then for the profitt. & so We parted very Fair : yet 
he s^, I will not promise that. I Replyed but We 
promise our selves to have it so. This day he 
came to the Deanes, here, where I lodge, while 
I was writeing this letf. I told his Lo^^ I was 
telling you, that He had been very Good to us &c. 
Yea says he, I will not blame you that have been 
so long in Town before the end of the Term & 
w"^ not come to me till Term was done, for fear 
of putting me in mind to begin the suite : I told 
Him that was not the cause, nor was it so indeed. 

The short is, we have a little Time more : & 
I shall give you Furth' ace* as things emerge 

I begg your Prayrs for the sick dean of S. 
Paules & for your humble serv! obi: in X*. B. 
Oley. 

I have been Twice called off. My Serv : to Mrs 
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Pask. & all our Society you must gett Epistles. 
I have spoke to some that promise. 

The B? of Ely commends Him to yourself, and 
To all our Society. He has no Charter ; For I 
desired to see his, upon shewing of ours. He 
answerd he held it by Act of Pari! & A Schedule, 
in which that Tenth was inserted. 

I shall stay here all next week : I w^ be at 
Gransden at the Begining of lent. 

I beseech you send my Resp" to Mr Ale- 
founder of Emanuel Coll. & my Request to Him 
to visit the sick in my (& your) parish of Grans- 
den. Divers were sick when I came away. 2 
dead since. & 3 in the Time I was there, more 
in 2 months than in 6 usually. 

To the Reverend & much Hono'? 
Dr Dillingham Master of Clarehall 
in Cambridge 

present this 
post payd 

LVIII 

Barnabas Oley, July 2, i66jy to Dr Dillingham 
concerning the tenths of St. Johtis Hospital. 

(Dr Dillingham had married Elizabeth Paske, Dr Paske's 
youngest daughter. The allusion to Mr NeviPs money 
must have reference to the estate of Dr Paske who had 
recently died.) 

Reverend S" 

My humblest service in X*, presented to 
you & yours all. with my due Resp** to the societie : 
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who are still of their pennes, in matf of Epistles, 
for I have n* yet R** any ; not one. 

This comes to lett you know that last night 
by ord"' from my L** of Ely I caryed a Coun- 
sellor to meet with S' Geo. Coney my L? B^. 
of Ely his Counsellor &c, & compareing our 
charter with his notes I finde, that Tho the Act 
of Pari? was made I? Eliz? yet The concession of 
the Queen to the B? (of the Tenths of S* Johns 
Hospital &c) is dated in May in the 4'*" year of 
her Reign : & our Charter is dated in March in 
the 4^ year of Her Reign : so that her Reign 
begining in Novemb' we are some Time Before 
Him. This is all as to that affair : & I thought 
fitt to lett you know it as soon as I c**. I am 
in hast. Present my Humble Serv : to your Good 
Mother in Law : & tell her I have moved the 
best I can in ord' to Mr Nevils money, but Fear 
much the Recovery of it. Del meliora deus. The 
Harvest of Benefactors is past, That being most 
in Easf Term : yet if I could gett some Epistles, 
I w*^ Try what I could Gleane : God be Good 
to the XX [Church], the University, to C H. 
[Clare Hall] to yourself, & your 

very humble ser^ obliged &c 

B. Oley 

Charterhouse July. ad. 1663 pardon my hast 

To the Reverend Doctor Dillingham Master of 
Clarehall in Cambridge at his Lodging there 
present this 
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LIX 

Order of the College to pay £ioo for 
Barnabas Oley to Kings College, 

Clare-hall. Febr. 14. 167^ 

At a meeting in the Parlour there being present 

The Master Mr Hancock 

Dr Jackson Mr Love 

Mr Peele Mr Hooke 

Mr Blithe Mr Leach 

Mr Vincent Mr Hollis 

Mr Alston 

Whereas our College of Clare-hall by an order 
under the hands of the Master, & major part of 
the Fellows made on the 4^*" day of September 
1656 stands engaged to pay unto Kings College 
within seven years after the death of Mr Barnabas 
Oley late fellow of our College the summe of one 
hundred pounds as the guift of the said Mr Oley 
to the said College, & being the remainder of 
three hundred & fifty pounds which the College 
of Clare-hall upon the redelivery of Mr Butlers 
gold chalice was obliged to pay unto the said 
Mr Oley his executors or Assignes at such times, 
& in such manner as in the said order is ex- 
pressed. And whereas Mr Oley, being desirous 
to see this his benefaction to Kings College dis- 
posed of in his lifetime, hath earnestly requested 
of us the present Master & Fellows that the said 
hundred pounds may be speedily paid ; we there- 
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fore whose names are above mentioned, & hereunto 
subscribed considering Mr. Oleys benefactions to 
our College and the many good offices he hath done 
for the same did with unanimous consent conclude 
to gratify him in this his desire tho with some 
present inconvenience to the College, and accord- 
ingly did order, & decree that the said hundred 
pounds be paid to Kings College at or before the 
feast of S* Barnaby next ensuing and that the said 
summe be charged upon the College account at 
Michaelmas Audit next following. 

Subscribed by us 

Theoph. Dillingham Nath. Vincent. 

Ja: Jackson Rich. Hooke 

Tho: Peele John Love. 

Sam : Blithe Rich : Leach 

LX 

Barnabas Oley to Dr Dillingham concerning the 

£ioo to King's College. 

(Id another letter Barnabas Oley writes of Mr. Crouch as a 
good friend of Mr Caesar's (see LXIII), and one who can 
see as far into a question of tithes "as most Lawyers." 
Presumably he was a Cambridge solicitor.) 

Gr. Gr. Apr. 7. 1675. 

S. in Xto. to you, yours all, the Coll. Univer- 
sity. XX. 

Rev° S? 

Mr Adams is in as Great hast from me as 
he was from you : & so veniam petimus damusque 
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vicissim : for our hast. I confess my first designe 
was (by the laying out of that loo/.) to begett 
love betwixt the two Colleges. ' The 2? to procure 
accommodation to any that was dammaged or 
disaccommodated by our Bridge & walk &c which 
(I thought) were the Juniors. And although 
these were so ; yet if your self, & Mr Crouch, the 
Provost, & the whole Body of Seniors & Juniors 
like of the Decoreing of i/ie Chapell (the Decus 
of Both the universities) with this money, and will 
accept it, in that way ; I wilbe content, yea Glad : 
they will sublimate the 100/. by Dedicateing it to 
that House of God; that Beauty of Holiness. 
Saiictificium Regale. The spouts may be noy- 
some. the windows not so : Get one, if not both : 
if they will not yeild one, leave them to their 
Liberty for both : & for Trees too. I will not fayl 
to lend you XX. or thirty pounds w° you want, 
or at least to lett you have XX/. & Mrs Griffins 
midsom'-Rent w° you will send for it. if I 
bring it not before. I think (Tho) S' [i^] of Come- 
ing to you soon. I humbly pray you present my 
humblest service to Mr Crouch & tell Him I 
humbly thank him for his letter. & intend to wayt 
on Him this week, tho busy, in Catechizings & 
communions. God keep you &c as your humble 
ser* in X^ B. Oley. 

To the Reverend Dr Theophilus 
Dillingham Master of Clarehall 
in Cambridge 

present this I pray you 

80 



LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS 

LXI 

Acknowledgement of the Receipt of £ioo by 

King's College. 

May the 17*^ 1675 

R"" then of the master & fellows of Clare Hall 
in Cambridge by the Hands of Dr Theophilus 
Dillingham master of the sayd Coll. the summe 
of one hundred pounds of good & lawfull mony 
of England being the gift of Mr Barnabas Oley 
late fellow & president of the sayd Coll. to the 
Provoste & scholars of Kings Coll to be be- 
stowed towards the stalling the seates in the quire 
of the Capell of the sayd Kings Coll. acording to 
the direction of the sayd Barnabas Oley I say 
pd for the intention before mentioned by me 

Ralph Flyer Burser 
In the presence of 

James Fletewood Provost. 
William Fairebrother, Burs' 
John Meale Bursar 

LXII 

Barnabas Oley to Dr Blythe, about Warmfield 

Tithes and the Mastership. 
{See College History, pp. 100, 134.) 

Gransden. 1680 

Reverend S^ 

Salutem et officia in Xto Jesu, To 
yourself, Dr Jackson, & all your societie ; I have 
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been sever? Times at Cambridge, but all-ways in 
such straits of Time, that I could never dispatch 
the Business, (much less the visits) I intended or 
ought to have Done ; Though I stayd so long till 
I brought night with me Home. 

I have by this Bearer sent you XX/. for the 
Rent of Clare- Hall moyetie of Warmfeild Tithes 
(the whole yeares Rent) for the Tithes of this 
Harvest. 1680, If any one think I gain by it ; if 
he, or the Coll., will pay mee XX/. a year, clear, 
beforehand, as I have payd, He shall have my 
share in it at that Rate. Truly, I have lost a 
considerable sum of money by it. I thought it 
hard to deny the vicar (who had the Cure of the 
souls that payd tithes) & desired to be tenant to 
it at the old Rent, when my brother-in-law & 
sister threw it up. He dyed, & I lost (as I re- 
memb') 30 or 32/. by it. Then the Repair of the 
Barn was payd by mee alone, soldyer. High- 
ways, & poor, & Taxes were layd upon it too. 
I have not yet Received the Rent for the last 
year, I mean the Harvest of i6y(). But that is 
my kindeness to my own flesh & Blood : & no 
disparagem* to the Thing, or Bargain. 

I have been told by persons of Good note, that 
the College was so kinde as to offer me the 
mastership. I must desire their pardon for not 
returning thanks for it, & they can-not well deny 
it. Because I never knew it till very few days 
since ; that they did so : I never Received, eith' 
letter, or message, to that effect. I must confess, 
when I came home from Woster, I heard there 
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was a letter came, The Day, (or next day after) I 
sett out, from the College, which some said was 
to that intent : but from the Coll. joyntly, or any 
one single member of it, I heard nothing at all. 
But it is better in the Hand that Holds it. I 
pray for you, and all the universitie Dayly : I 
Repent of my slack Governm* when I was presi- 
dent in Better days than the present. Lord 
amend all, & preserve His church, This poor 
persecuted maligned church of England, for His 
X" sake, in whom, I am, Rever*^ Sf your Lo. 
[loving] Bro. & ser! 

Barnabas Oley. 

To the Reverend & Worthy Master 
of Clare- Hall Doctor Blythe 
present this. 

LXIII 

C liar Us CcBsar to Dr Blythe. Account of 
Barnabas Oleys death. 

(For Francis Holcroft see College History, p. ii8.) 

Great-Gransdcn. Febr. 27. i68|^ 

I doubt not but that you have heard already 
of the Death of our Reverend & Worthy Vicar, 
Mr Barnabas Oley, that Learned, Good, & Godly 
Man ; who Died last Saturday at four in the 
Afternoon, & was Buried in the Chancell of 
Gransden Church ; at Ten a Clock on Monday 
Night: And as He Lived, A most Charitable 
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Man, so He Died, Leaving his whole Estate, 
Reall as well as Personall to Charitable Uses; 
And the cheifest of those Good & Laudable 
Guifts, is To Augment Poor Vicarages ; if the 
Vicar gives security to his Executor, William 
Thursby of the Middle-Temple London Esq': 
(& Judge under Francis Lord Bishop of Ely At the 
Assizes Held at Wisbich, for the Isle of Ely) 
That He will Reside at his Vicarage Nine 
Moneths at Least in everye year that He is Vicar. 
I hope S' that you & the Fellowes of Clare-Hall 
College have chosen such a worthy Man to be 
Mr 01ey*s Successor, That He will not only 
Resolve to Live with us at Gransden, But will 
Deserve our true Love & Kindness as well as 
his Predecessor, which may be a good Pattern for 
any young Man, And if He be a Person fitt for a 
Schoolmaster I hope our little School may be as 
Famous as any other : And that I am sure was 
Mr Oleys Design in Making a Large House to a 
Poor Vicarage, That there might be Accommoda- 
tions for Scholars, the Sons of the Gentry, & 
others, that were Boarders in Gransden : And I 
hope yet to see it, if we are ever so Happy, to 
have a Vicar, that will Love a Retired, Studious, 
& Melancholy Life at Gransden, Better then the 
Variety & Pleasant Company of Cambridge: S', 
I have Desired Nicholas Levett (a wealthy Yeo- 
man,) who is one of our Church- Wardens, To Wait 
on you, To Acquaint you That Mr Hobson, One 
of the Fellowes of S* Johns College was with Mr 
Oley in his last Sickness & Death : And did 
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Supply the Cure on Sunday last, & the Festival! 
of S*-Matthias ; But now hath left us to the Care 
of the Patron, The Master, & Fellowes of your 
College : We do all Hope, That you will send us 
one too-morrow, & I desire the Favour of Him, 
To Dine at my House ; That we may be better 
Acquainted ; And I should be heartily Glad, That 
He may be truly Called The worthy Successor of 
Mr Barnabas Oley : Who hath Left his Parish in 
very good order, And but one old silly woman 
that Forbeares coming to Church, who followes 
Holcroft & Bonion ; AH the Rest very Comform- 
able : 

I am 

S', Your most faithfuU Servant 

Char Caesar. 

These To the Right Worshipful! 
and Reverend Doctor Blythe Master 
of Clare- Hall College, in the famous 
University of Cambridge Present. 

LXIV 

Dr Henchman^ Bishop of London^ to Dr Dilling- 
ham on behalf of his kinsman, J. Henchman. 

(We have no indication that this letter proved successful. John 
Freeman was elected Jan. 15, 1678.) 

Good D^ 

I understand that my poor kinsman John 
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Henchman sonn of Dr Henchman late of Had- 
ham takes the Degree of Bached in Arts now at 
this time and so is capable of a Fellowship and if 
one of the Places of Mr Freemans Foundation 
become voyd I doubt not of your and the Fellowes 
readiness to give him preference before any other ; 
for except the Descendants of the Body of the 
Lady Gorges Grandchild and Heire to the 
Founder there is none nearer in Blood then I 
and my Brothers and sister and our I sues : I 
assert this because I am infourmed that one of the 
Society takes upon him to be so skilled in Pedigree 
as to say that Freeman now in the Colledge is 
nearer the Femall is as near as the Male my 
Grandmother was sister to that Freeman who was 
of Irchester in Northamptonshire the nearest kins- 
man to the Founder I am well infourmed that 
John Henchman is studious and a good Proficient 
in Learning and if you please to enquire of Mr 
Blyth he can give a just Account of him. I know 
you will afford him all Lawfull Favour at my 
desire I commend my love to you and Mrs Dill- 
ingham and am 

your assured Friend 

Humfr: London 

London Howse 

March. i8. 1674. 

To Reverend Doctor Dillingham 

Master of Clare- Hall in Cambridge These 

post pd 2^ 
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LXV 

Edward Browne to Dr Blythe, on his being 

elected Master, 

(For his election see College History, p. 134.) 

from my Lord's house at Pera of Const^!* 

May day. 1679. 

Reverend & honoured S* 

Whilst the gallants are frisquing & 
making merry in Hyde Park, I make my self 
gravely merry & do most heartily rejoice in the 
news I hear of your being settled in the govern- 
ment of our colledge : It is I am confident, the 
goodness & the speciall providence of God to 
your self & all of us, that we have a Master after 
our own hearts ; who understands us all, & the 
affairs of a gallant foundation infinitely better than 
a stranger could have done ; God be thanked that 
you are where you are; & grant that you may 
preside over us with all the felicity, that your 
worth & merits do justly challenge, till a better 
preferment shall call you away. My Lord (whom 
I have made sensible of you) is exceedingly glad 
that a learned, judicious & pious man is made one 
of the heads of the University. You are a person 
unknown to Him, but he hath your name fre- 
quently in discourse, as if you had been his 
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acquaintance for many years; for He is a true 
lover of all sober & prudent men, & is never 
better pleased than when he hears of their promo- 
tion. Dear Mr Blithe (let me once more call 
you so, though I must now forget terms of fami- 
liarity, & reverence you as my Superiour) I do 
heartily congratulate you in your removall : that 
it hath set me a little nearer the possession of 
profits, is a poor inconsiderable thing to think of; 
I am glad at my heart that you are become the 
publick & common good of the whole Society, 
which will be exceeding happy under you. S', God 
keep you in health & prosperity ; I shall alwaies 
pray so, according to my duty; So I rest, most 
worthy S', 

your most humble servant 

Edward Browne 



I wrote to you S^ 2 letters some months ago 
in the middle of a troublesome disease, that kept 
freezing & burning of me 8 hours together, in 
every paroxysm, for 8 months time, & was 
accompanied with such vast emissions of blood 
every week from my nose, as you will hardly 
believe possible, with the safety of a man's life. 
I bless God for it, I am at this time very well ; 
My ague hath left me near 6 weeks; I bleed 
somtimes still, but very little ; & never that, but 
upon plenitude or straining too much, or drinking 
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wine unallayd though never so little ; which forces 
me upon methods of severity in dyett : I was 
never better in my life, I thank God, than I am at 
this present; I miss my blood somthing, & am 
not so strong as I was, but I gather strength 
every day, & can do that exercise now with ease, 
which 2 months ago I could not have done for the 
world. I do greatly wonder that I hear nothing 
this shipping from Mr Moore nor any man of 
Clare Hall. I must needs ow somebody mony, 
but they are so kind, that they will not tell me of 
it. I doubt at the long run, I shall find the bill. 
I remember that I wrote to you of some Scio 
girdles ; but the talk of warr with France & some 
near dangers by reason of som Algierines wait- 
ing for our 2 ships (then upon this coast) made 
me lay aside thoughts of merchandise. I have 
sent you, Mr Blythe, a Scio girdle, in a box of 
severall things to Dr Ball of the Temple; of 
whom I pray, require it. It is white & you must 
get it dyed into the proper colour. If I thought 
there was any thing to be gott by 'em, I should 
send a quantity; you deserve a better present 
from me ; be pleased to accept this in the mean 
time. We hear of all the news from England, & 
it hath made pur hearts ake & our hairs stand on 
end. God Almighty bless & protect his sacred 
Ma'^ & his government from all villains & dis- 
turbers. I could wish that all the popes janizaries 
were here in the gran Signor's service; for I 
verily believe that the wickedest rogue that rows 
under the banner of Mahomett, cannot deserve 
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the falica & slavery which he undergoes in chains 
& fetters so much as they do.^ God send us 
happy times! 

The gran Signor hath been so pleased with 
the brave English ship (called the Scipio African) 
that is come hither this year, that he hath rowed 
by her severall times ; commanded the captain to 
fire all his gunns ; sent for him to inquire how 
many such ships be in England (to which he 
answerd, 2000) what voiages he hath been upon, 
&c. this was done by some servants of the Em- 
perour, in the house where he was, though it was 
too great a favour to admit him to his presence. 

The gran Vizire sent my Lord yesterday a 
present worthy the acceptance of a King ; which 
was never known to be done by a Vizire to any 
Christian minister before ; & considering this 
man's temper, which Mr Covell knows very well, 
it is to be reckoned a wonder; notwithstanding 
that his Excellence hath more respect at Court, 
than any Amb: or all Ambasad" put together. I 
thank God he is very well : The Company have 
intreated him (as he was pleased to tell me last 
night) to stay here some years longer ; finding the 
sweetness of things under his management ; As 
long as my Lord staies, so long will I stay, though 
it be 7 year ; for he is too dear a Patron to leave, 
his Embassy will be out next March; but whether 

* A reference to the Popish Plot : Browne's language is hardly stronger 
than the terms of the resolution of the House of Commons on Oct. 21, 
1678 : ** That this House is of opinion that there hath been and still is a 
damnable and hellish plot, carried on by Papist recusants, for assassinating 
and murdering the King, for subverting the Government, and rooting out 
tht Protestant religion." 
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he will stay or go at that time ; none knows but 
himself. 

I pray, good S', be pleased to remember me 
most heartily to my good Tutour, & to all the 
Society, & all old friends. 

To the Reverend & honoured 
Mr Samuel Blithe Master of 
Clare Hall in Cambridge These 

LXVI 

John Moore (after Bishop of Ely) to Dr Blythe^ 
desiring him to marry him at Barnwell. 

{See College History, p. 147.) 
S* 

I have intentions to be at Barnwell on 
Monday night, & the next day to consummate my 
love affair, which has bin so long depending. I 
have a great desire to be married by you ; & shall 
(if you be under no obligations at that time) own 
it as a singular favour, if you will please on Tues- 
day morning to walke over thither privatly & 
performe that act of kindness for us. 

I am S' your 

very faithfuU Sr* 

J MooRE 

19 Apr. 79 

This Letf desires me to to many at Barnwell 

For the Reverend Dr Blith 

Master of Clare Hall in Cambridge 
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LXVII 

Certijicalc of permission from the Vice Chancellor 
to beg in the University for the relief of a 
px^son in slavery with the Turks. 

(Francis Turner was Master of S^ John's from 1670 to 1679.) 

June the 2: 1679 

The merits of this person are so well attested 
to me by severall of the most worthy of the 
London Clergy and also his Inability to Releive 
his son under this great calamity without very 
considerable supplies from Charitable persons, that 
I can doe no lesse than effectually recommend 
him to the speciall kindnesse of the University. 

Fran: Turner Procan 
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P^: to Mr Shorting Aug. the .12. 1679. for 
Mr John Owseley Rector of Glooston (i^) in Lei- 
cestershire towards the redemption of his son 
Thomas taken captive by the Turkes 
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The four following letters are on behalf of John 
Boteler, a candidate for a fellowship. 

LXVIII 

Ely house. June 4^ 1680 

Bishop Gunning to Dr Blythe 
S« 

I send you the inclosed as the occasion of 
this of mine to you, my Lord of Chester desires 
me to recommend his Nephew Mr Boteler to 
yourself & the Fellows of Clarehall being can- 
didate for a fellowship now void in your College, 
where my Lord of Chester since the death of his 
friend Dr Dillingham thinks himself a stranger but 
knows I am not so. though Mr Boteler bee not 
personally known to me yet truely I think so 
much is owing to so worthy a father of our Church 
as my Lord of Chester is, & one that has deserved 
so well of the University as he has done that I 
cannot but join with him in his request & heartily 
wish his kinsman may in Clarehall meet with as 
much favour as his Lordship can desire, which I be- 
leive amounts to no more then this (I am sure were 
it my case & the gentleman my own relation I 
should not desire more then) that he might find 
favour before any other that is not in an extra- 
ordinary manner eminent, if he himself for either 
learning or manners bee not any way incapable or 
unfitt : for were he really so I should bee so farr 
from desiring favour might bee shown him that on 
the contrary I should rather use my interest (if 
such after so many years absence I may pretend 
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to in Clarehall) to keep him out: But I hope 
he will meet with no such Objection, & if not 
then I should bee glad to bee able to make my 
Lord of Chester the complement that the Univer- 
sity of Cambridg does not so soon forgett her 
professor & Patriot of learning & that Clare 
hall by way of acknowledgment has preferr'd his 
Nephew for his Lordships sake & not on my 
account, though at the same time I shall give you 
my thanks for it. I am 

Your faithfuU friend 

& servant Pet : Ely. 

To the Reverend Dr Blyth 

Master of Clarehall in Cambridge 

LXIX 

Dr Pearson, Bishop of Chester , to Dr 

Peter Gunning. 

(Lady Calvely is apparently the widow of Sir Hugh Calvely of 
Lea, who was sheriff of Cheshire in 1642, and died in 
1648. She herself died in 1705. See Ormerod's History 
of Cheshire^ VoL II. p. 769.) 

My L? 

It is known to all, what great power your 
L**ship has in Clare-hall, & upon how good reason. 
When I left Cambridge, I recommended a Nephew 
of mine to the care & favour of my good friend 
Dr Dillingham, who while he lived was kinde to 
him. My Nephew, by name John Boteler, now 
M' of Arts, stands candidate for a fellowship void 
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at this present when my interest failes. If your 
L'^ship would be pleased to recommend him to the 
favour of the Master & Fellows there, you would 
much oblige him, whose greatest concerne as to 
this world is the care of his numerous relations, & 
who is, 

my L**, 

your L'^ships 

most faithfuU friend 

Chester May. 31. & servant 

^^^°- John Cestriens. 

My Lady Calvely is very well & 
often remembers your L**ship 

To the right- Reverend Father 
in God, Peter L** Bishop of Ely. 

LXX 

Dr Ward, Bishop of Salisbury, to Dr Blythe. 

Reverend & worthy S" 

I reed, this morning, the enclosed 
letter from my most worthy friend and Brother the 
L** Bishop of Chester, And I have thought good 
to send it entirely as I reed it, that it may be my 
Apologie for taikeing confidence to request a 
favour from yr hand, haveing never had oppor- 
tunity to manifest those great respects which I 
have had for you, these many years (particularly, 
ever since I had the opportunity of conversing 
with Dr Sherman of Jesus College now with 
God) S', you find by the enclosed that my L. 
Bp hath been informed that there is an opinion 
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that I may have some Power with you, which very 
opinion is so much to my advantage, that I cannot 
find in my heart to answer the letter ^which I 
have reed from my dearest most hon"^ friend) 
by disclaiming any Power with you, because I 
know no sufficient reason why I shld have any 
such Power. I shall therefore onely assure you, 
that it is impossible to oblige me in any thing 
more then in shewing this kindness to my friend 
at my request, (not doubting but that the young 
man is wel-deserving) And that as I have (I hop^ 
a true estimation of your worth, so the obligation 
which wil be layd upon me by such a favour, shall 
be ever acknowleged by 

Worthy S'! 

your affectionate friend 
Sarum June 5 & Brother 

'^^° Seth Sarum. 

For the reverend and much respected 
Dr Blithe Master of Clare-hall in 
Cambridge 

LXXI 

Dr Pearson, Bishop of Chester, to Dr Ward, 

Bishop of Salisbury, 
My L^ 

I am very loath at any time to be 
troublesome to your L**ship, but the kindnesse 
which is betweene us being so publiquely known, 
some occasions may happen which will constraine 
mee to trouble you, especially such as conceme 
my relations who will never be satisfied except I 
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doe that which they thinke is in my power. Now, 
my L^, I have a Nephew at this time in Clare- 
hall, whome I left there a fresh-man when I came 
from Cambridge ; who hath received some kind- 
nesse there by my friend the former Master, & a 
Fellowship being now void stands fairly candidate 
for it. I having no acquaintance with the present 
Master, though he were some time my Nephew's 
Tutor, & they being of opinion there that your 
L**ship has a great power with him, I am forced 
to make this request to you, that you would be 
pleased to write a few lines to the Master, & to 
recommend my Nephew to his favour. His name 
is John Boteler, a young Master of Arts, in all 
points, I hope, fitt & proper to stand for this 
preferment; at least all my Relations who are 
sollicitous for him thinke so. I am at present in 
some better health than I have bin this winter, & 
am under a course of Physick, which I hope will 
set mee righter much. My S. Cyprians Annals 
are now at Oxford ready to be put to the Presse ; 
& by the time that worke will be finished I hope 
to be ready with my new Chronolo[g]y of the 
Roman Popes, though I finde it a worke of great 
difficulty, & have bin much discouraged by my 
infirmity. But I begin to be more troblesome; 
& therefore shall now onely subscribe my selfe, 

My L^ 

your faithfuU friend 
& servant 

Chester May 31. Jo. Cestriens. 

16S0 ^ 

97 7 



CLARE COLLEGE 



LXXII 

Bishop Gunning to Dr Blythe^ recommending 

Atkins for a fellowship. 

(It is curious after the assertion of many years friendship be- 
tween the writer and Atkins' mother to find the name, in 
both places where it occurs, corrected from Atkinson to 
Atkins, Probably he knew her before her marriage. 
Willis Atkins had been already elected [on July lo, 1681] 
when this letter was written.) 

Good Master 

I have this day received a letter from a 
very good Gentlewoman a friend & acquaintance 
of mine (of these many yeeres) In behalf of her 
son a young Gentleman one Mr Atkins, who 
stands a Candidate of your Favour & of the Col- 
ledges, for a fellowship, & two beeing voyd, & the 
priority of much concerne to their hopes of earlier 
comming into profitt, I am moved to request this 
kind & just favour, that if hee shall not bee found 
posterior meritis^ you will adde to your kind 
thoughts which you already (I perceive) [enter- 
tain ?J of him, that other greater external friendships 
may not depresse him. His Grandfather, & his 
mother I very well knew (in the times of my 
banishment from Clare Hall) to bee very good & 
kind persons, & faithfuU to the Church & king in 
time of triall. & I heare all good of this young 
Gentleman, which makes mee wish exceeding weD 
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to him, albeeit I am so true a son of that your 
Society, that I will never while I live advise 
or request of the Master of Clare Hall to make 
any election contrary to the good & honour of 
that Society, by Recommending to you any lesse 
worthy person to any preference beyond his 
competitor. But if all other things agree with my 
wellwishing unto this person, Mr Atkins, I cannot 
in justice to my owne knowledg of his worthy 
Relations, & to his owne humble & modest re- 
quest of me, deny him this my Recommendation 
to your favour, & shall accept very readily, your 
judgment in whatsoever I shall heare to bee the 
event 

Your Lo : [loving] friend & Brother 

Pet: Ely. 

July 21. A^ SaiuHs j[>artae 1681. 

To the Reverend his very 
Loving friend Dr Samuel 
Blithe Master of Clare- Hall 

these. 

LXXIII 

Bishop Gunning to Dr Blythe^ recommending 
Dillingham for a fellowship. 

(Thomas Dillingham was elected to an Exeter Fellowship 

June I, 1683.) 

Master 

I am told of a grandchild of Dr Pask's 
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(my old Patron & friend who chose me fellow of 
your College when I was very young, & where- 
upon I abode many years with good content till 
the Wars began) his Grandchild, I say, & Dr 
Dillingham s son, that he is a hopefuU & diligent 
student, & performs his exercises as laudably in 
Publick as any of his degree; I now make my 
request for him (those fitnesses in the person 
being presuppos'd) that he should not want a 
friend to assist him in his competition, who I hear 
stands Candidate there of your & the Fellowes 
favour for a Fellowship : I need not inform you 
or put you in mind how well both Grandfather & 
father have deserv'd of that College, both very 
prudent & carefuU masters, & very remarkable 
both, for wisdom of government : Dr Pask died 
some years after the Kings return, having received 
no promotion or reward for his 20 years fidelity 
& suffering. I might say much more to move both 
me in my requesting, & you & the fellowes to 
consider their merit of the College ; all which yet 
should not move me to soUicite you, if the person 
that is now their descendent were not recom- 
mended to me fitt for manners & learning, which 
yet I do very freely leave (without any unreason- 
able importunity) to the judgement & better 
knowledge & examination of you & the Society, 
To which I so heartily wish all prosperity & 
flourishing, that I would not (but so conditionately) 
commend to you my own Son or brother. If I 
had any : so commending both you and that your 
whole College (as I do in my daily prayers) to the 
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protection & blessing of the divine goodness I 
rest 

your loving friend & brother 

Peter Ely 

Holbome. Feb. festo S, Matthiae 
A^ salutis partae 8 a 

For 

The Reverend Dr Bl5^e 
Master of Clare- Hall in 
Cambridge. 

LXXIV 

The Kings recommendation of the Duke of Mon- 
mouth as Chancellor of the University in place 
q/ the Duke of Buckingham. 

C. R. 

Trusty and well beloved wee greet you 
well, whereas wee have thought fit to remove 
from our service, and personal attendance George 
Duke of Buckingham, whereby hee is rendred 
uncapable of discharginge any longer the office 
hee had among you of Chancellor of your Univer- 
sity either to our satisfaction or your benefit, and 
whereas wee are given to understand by the 
antient statutes thereof the Chancellour was 
chosen to his office but for 3 yeares, and by a late 
statute of Queen Elizabeth but for 2 yeares, and 
whereas wee have reserved to our self the power 
of interpreting the statutes referring to the Elec- 
tion of your Chancellor Wee think fit to declare 
and wee hereby doe declare your Chancellours 
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office of your University in the person of the said 
Duke of Buckingham to bee void, and the senate 
thereof to bee in full liberty to proceed to a new 
election and that you may not want a fit person to 
remind us from time to time of all things that may 
tend to the Encouragment of good literature and 
all things that may maintaine your Universitie in 
the splendour and prosperity it ever enjoyed, wee 
have thought fit hereby to require you to proceed 
to a new election within the time limited by your 
statutes, and judging noe person better qualified 
for the discharge of soe high a trust, and whose 
nomination thereunto can be more agreeable to us, 
wee further hereby recommend to your choise that 
of our dearely beloved son James Duke of Mon- 
mouth as a mark of our indulgent care of your 
prosperity and wellfare; and soe wee bid you 
farewell. 

By His Ma^** especiall command 

Arlington 
Given at our Castle of Windsor 

the 11^ of July, anno Dni 1674. 
Anno Regni '26. 

LXXV 

*^A short account of the Riot that happened in 
Oxford on Wednesday night tlu 11*^ ofAprill 
instant i68f 

Between the hours of eight & nine, in the 
evening, six young undergraduate servitor scholars 

102 



LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS 

came into the Magpy Alehouse, in a lane of that 
name leading from S' Mary s to Merton College, 
& haveing got into a room three townsmen, that 
were in the next room of the same house over 
against them, immediatly cry'd out upon sight of 
them, A Monmouthy A Monmouth, drinking healths 
to him severall times, which being done with much 
hallowing & shouting, the scholars apprehending 
it to be done in opposition to the Government, & 
affront to them, began the D of Yorks health, 
which the townsmen then hearing immediatly 
cry'd confusion to York. The scholars thereupon 
asking the reason of that rudenesse, one of the 
sayd townsmen pulling of his coat, cry'd God 
damm'e Tie box with any of you. The Schollars 
to avoyd all quarrell & disturbance, payd theyr 
reckoning, which was four pence, & departed 
quietly to theyr respective Colleges, a q**' before 
9 of the clock, having not been in the house above 
halfe an hour : Presently after the aforesd Towns- 
men, coming out into the street cry'd a Monmouth a 
Monmouth, no York: we'le fight for Monmouth 
as long as we can see & to the last drop of our blood, 
with severall words to that effect. Which being 
done with great shouting & hallowing, drew great 
numbers of the rabble, to joyn with them. At this 
time, a little before nine, a schoUar, as he was 
repayring to his College, happening to passe by, 
asked what they meant by crying a Monmouth, a 
Monmouth, no York, without any other provoca- 
tion severall of them fell upon him, & with theyr 
clubs in theyr hands knocked him down severall 
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times, giving severall wounds in the head some of 
them crying Kill him, Kill him, which in all pro- 
bability they would have effected, had not some 
interposing rescued him by which means he made 
his escape out of theyr hands, & fled into a cutler's 
shop adjoyning, whither the aforesd persons per- 
sued him. At which time Mr Sparks, one of the 
Proct" coming in to suppresse die disord', & en- 
quiring what provocation the scholars had given 
them, none was made out, he thereupon required 
them to depart peaceably to theyr respective homes, 
which they refusing with much comtempt & in- 
solence, he seised one Bird a watchmaker one of 
the chiefe of the Rioters, which being no sooner 
done, the Rioters encreasing, violendy rescued him 
out of his hands. 

Sometime after, past lo of the clock the Riot 
still increasing and continuing theyr former clamors, 
all along the high street, Mr Proct' Charlet being 
informed of it came to them, they being then neare 
two or three hundred in number, & having ad- 
monished them & required them severall times in 
vaine to keepe the peace & disperse, he seised 
Will. Atkins one of the most forward and busiest 
of the Rioters, having reed very reproachfuU lan- 
guage from him & the rest before. While he was 
carrying to Prison, the Rioters being animated to 
a rescue by severall persons amongst them, pursued 
Mr Charlet crying one and all, wele resctie Atkins^ 
wele have the Proct"^ blovd, throwing stones of con- 
siderable weight after him & those few that were 
his assistants The Proct' having recov^ the 
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wicket of the first Gate of the Castle before the 
Rioters overtooke him, a Gentleman of London a 
stranger, accidentally coming in, & observing the 
manifest danger the Procf was in defended the 
aforesd wicket with his sword, 'till the Procf got 
in with his prisoner into the Castle, the Gentle- 
mans life having been [in] danger all the while 
from stones thrown at him by the multitude 

The Rioters still continuing at the Castle, 
attempted to breake open the prison Gate, crying 
out with manifold and repeated oaths, they would 
have the Prisoner forthwith or else the Proct"^ & 
the Vicechancell'^ bloud. Atkins the prisoner de- 
claring severall times both within, & without the 
prison, in the hearing of severall persons, that he 
hoped to see, & he did not question but that he should 
see all the scholars & clergymen hanged & that 
lie would do it himself e for 2d a piece. The Rioters 
still increasing theyr fury, & with repeated oaths, 
threatnin^ the life of the Procf, & in order there- 
unto threatened & did endeavour to force the 
castle gate & climb over the Wall. The Procf, 
Mr Charlet hereupon being sensible of the danger 
he was in, dispatched a note with much difficulty 
by a back way to Mr Vicechancellor, to desire 
his assistance, upon the receipt of which Mr Vice- 
chancellor gathering such assistance as the time 
would allow, came to the Castle, the Rioters upon 
notice of his approach did disperse themselves 
severall being by him upon suspition of theyre 
having been in the Riot taken into custody (all 
which upon giving security to answer the Law 
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were dismissed) with which the Riot ended that 
night being between the hours of twelve & one of 
the clock. 

Since this we have been endeavouring to make 
what discovery we could of the Riot & persons 
concerned in it, and have found severall of the 
chiefe, hoping still to make further discovery 

Ar: Charlett Proctor 

A note, probably by Dr Blythe, adds, 

" The Proctor writes me this is a Copy of the 
Ace! of this Riott which was presented to the King. 
That it appeares by 40 Depositions lodged with 
secretary Jenkins, that the sons serv**, & Appren- 
tices, of the most factious Townsmen were the 
principall Ringleaders in this Riot, the Generality 
beinge of the same Leaven That not one of the 
City officers interposed, nor one of the citisens 
came into the proctors assistance, Though the 
Riot was committed in the most public place of 
the City." 

LXXVI 

R. Laughton to Dr Blythe, asking for permission 
to go to Holland, to be Tutor to the Nephews 
of the Marchioness of Antrim. 

(For R. Laughton see College History, p. 139, &c.) 

Honour'd Master 

I have lately receiv'd a Letter from 

Mr Heme in Holland wherin he tells me, he has 

recommended me to the Marchioness of Antram, 

to be governour to two of her Nephews. They 
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are the only heirs of that Family, which is one of 
the greatest in Ireland ; The Gentlemen are now 
in Holland, and will continue there for a year or 
two, and then I suppose will travel into France ; 
The Circumstances he saies are very Fair, and it 
is Likely to be a place of very good advantage. 
I should have been very glad to have begg d the 
Favour of your advice upon this occasion, if you 
had been in CoUedg : but I durst not presume to 
put you to the trouble of a Letter. I have upon 
the best consideration and advice I could, resolv'd 
to accept the proposal, and therfore must humbly 
request your leave to go, and the continuance of 
your kindness if any opportunity offer it self in my 
absence. 

As for what I am behind in yours and the CoUedg 
accounts (being but ill provided for my Journey) 
I must humbly beg your forbearance, and I hope 
in a little time I shall be in a capacity to discharge 
it ; and as to my Quarterly expences in the 
Butteryes I suppose the rent of my chamber 
(whilst I'me not in orders) will very near pay 
them. 

I have no more ST but my duty and humble 
thanks for all your Former Favours. I am 

your most oblig'd & humble 

Servant R: Laughton 

Camb. Aug. 4. 87. 

For the Rev^ Dr Samuel Blithe at Alderman 
Blithe s house in Doncaster in Yorkshire 

post pd 3^ at Cambridge 
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LXXVII 

R. Laughtan to T. Henchman. His life ai 

Utrecht. 

(Thomas Henchman was elected to an Exeter Fellowship on 
Jan. 34, 1688, in the room of Samuel Toll deceased. His 
friendship with Laughton may be seen from the quotation 
in the College History, p. 76. Thomas Emerson was 
elected to a Fellowship upon the Exeter foundation Oct 
39, 1689.) 

Utrecht Oct 17. 87. 

Dear Tom 

you had had this sooner, but that I 
staid to send by a Gentleman, who came from us 
into England. This is a pretty general excuse 
you'l say, and the truth on't is, it has run through 
almost sixteen Letters, this bout, tho' it's nere 
the less true for that. But not to trifle. I am 
settl'd now with the young Gentlemen I have 
care of at Utrecht in a very pleasant place, and a 
good University I like my present post very 
well. They are very pretty ingenious children, 
and of very good humours, and they go to School 
in the publick Latin Schooles, where we also 
lodge. Tom I thank thee heartily for the care 
thou took'st about my business, The Captain will 
give you ten shillings which I think you told me 
you was to lay out for me. I should be glad to 
hear your business in Colledg has succeeded, I do 
not think the Evidence you give concerning Mr 
Tull's death can be questioned, but if there were 
need, I could add some confirmation my self, for 
my pupils were his SchoUars at Dublini and were 
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at his Funeral. Prithee Tom remember me 
heartily to the Captain, and tell him I thank him 
for his help at Lond. and if he come to Utrecht 
rie do as much for him, as also to honest H. 
Atkins, to Tyrrel, and H. Wiseman C. Fletcher 
T. Emerson, and every body and be sure to let 
'em know you heard from me, for I reckon when 
I write to any of you I write to all. 1 am 

yours R. L. 

you may direct to me at Myn heere Samuel 
Piliscus Rector van Hieronymus Schole in Utrecht 
and it will come safe 

I shall certainly take all such opportunities as 
to this to write whatever I do else, and so I hope 
will you. 

For Mr Thomas Henchman 
at Mr Hindmarsh's at the Golden Ball 
in Cornhill over against the Royal Exchange 

LXXVIII 

Thomas Tenison, afterwards Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, to Dr Blythe, concerning his brother- 
in-laws legacy. 

(For Dr Love see Collie History p. 125. Tenison married 
his elder daughter, Anne, in 1667. John Love had been 
a fellow of Clare.) 

Sept 28 89. 

Reverend S? 

I did desire Mr Hern, somewhile 
since, to acquaint yourself & the Societie, that my 
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B' Loves Legacy was ready ; & to desire that you 
would appoint Him or any other to treat with us 
here both in relation to that Legacie, & the Lease 
of Duxford. Since that time I have not heard 
from him ; & therefore I send this to the end 
those Affairs may be settled in a way which 
may be most useful! to the public. I am 

S' 
your very humble Ser* 

Tho. Tenison 

For the Reverend Dr Blythe 
Master of Clarehall in 
Cambridge 

LXXIX 

Thomas Tenison to Dr Blythe. See the last letter. 

Oct 14 

S? 

I am fully satisfyd with the declaration 
of your self & the Fellows deliverd me by d' 
Moor, the 333 — 13 — 4. is ready. I have desird 
d' Lynford to pay what he could of It. for the 
rest I expect the order. It shall be payd upon 
sight of it. This week I shall conferr with d 
Alston & d. Moor about the affair of Duxford. 

This comes to you by the sonn of Mr Du- 
bourdieu the younger. He is a learned man & 
one who takes great pains at the Savoy for a 
small salary about 60/. a year, he tells me he 
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has an Exhibition of lo/. a year, and that if he 
allows his sonn at the College 15/. per Annum 
more, it is all he can possibly spare. 

I heartily recommend him to your Goodness, 
desiring you, if he do's well, to show him some 
countenance upon occasion, & to speak to his Tutor 
to keep him within the compass of his Allowance. 

I amS' 

Your very humble Ser* 

Tho. Tenison. 
For the Reverend Dr Blythe 
Master of Clare hall in 
Cambridge 

LXXX 
William Whiston to Dr Blythe. 

(For the disputes referred to see College History p. 137. 
Appended to this letter is a note by Dr Bl^e : '* Mem- 
orandum that Mr Whiston was resident m Clare Hall 
when he sent this letter to my Lodgeings." The Master's 
residence in a Cambridge College is now always known 
as the Lod^: but the old term Lodgings is stilli I believe, 
retained at Oxford) 

May 4. 1693. 

Honoured S", 

The heats, & divisions ; the censures & 
unchristian animosities which are at this time in 
our College being so unreasonable and violent ; & 
so great a part ol the cause of them being by some 
laid upon me ; I cannot satisfy my self in a perfect 
silence, which might induce you to think me so 
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guilty, that I was ashamed to say anything in my 
own defence; & might make you have a hard 
opinion of some others who have acted with me 
in the late election. I am extreamly sorry you 
should have entertain'd so hard thoughts of me 
now, who so lately have done me so great a kind- 
ness in the business of probationers ; for which I 
have the greatest reason to thank you, & if I be 
that unworthy person I am repraesented for, I am 
sure a monster of ingratitude to you, to have 
endeavoured to lay aside that power & interest to 
which I owe all I have, or hope for in Clare Hall. 
This S' is such an imputation, so perfectly 
groundless, & contrary to my most frequent dis- 
courses of you, that I cannot at all tell what 
shadow of pretence there is for such an imputa- 
tion. I having on every occasion express'd my 
high opinion of your goodness, & true desires & 
endeavours for the good of the College, for the 
regulating all disorders, & the encouragment of 
virtue, sobriety, & diligence among us; in the 
pursuit of which noble ends I was very glad to be 
any way servicable to you, & was mightily pleasd 
to see that of late the College in generall was in 
so hopefuU a condition, & that the Best, & most 
deserving lads found the most encouragment. So 
that I am fully satisfyed that our College was 
never in so good a posture, nor more sober, 
studious, & diligent than before these unchristian 
heats began. I am sure I have had no other 
design in my head, ever since I was in any 
capacity of doing it, than sincearly according to 
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the best light of my reason & conscience to en- 
deavour the promotion of virtue, & goodness in 
the College; & to use what interest I had for such 
as I knew were every way both as to learning & 
morals most deserving. This is, I am sure, & do 
appeal to all that have been privy to my most 
secret thoughts & above all to God Almighty, 
who knows my heart, all the designs I have ever 
had in the college, & which I hope I shall sted- 
fastly follow all my life, whatever hard dealing I 
may meet with for the same. In consequence of 
which constant resolution I did in this last election 
use all my interest for Sf Lee & Sf Foster, for 
whom I gave my Votes, & who, as I am perfectly 
satisfy'd, were clearly the most deserving of all 
that were nominated. They two being with Sf 
Sugden three such deserving Lads, for both learn- 
ing & piety, that few years produce their like in 
all respect, in which character I believe I have all 
good & impartial persons who know them of my 
mind. Twas I confess somewhat a violent thing, 
there being so many seniors, to endeavour their 
preference ; But of the four seniors none but Sf 
Wats in my opinion being fit for the Society ; & 
he neither wanting it, nor being able to come at 
present to enjoy it, & besides depending upon a 
propriety whereby ere long he might come in, 
tho' he had mis'd at this time ; when I say this 
was the case ; when our statutes by which alone 
we are oblig d in this point, mentioned nothing of 
seniority, when by them I was oblig'd to choose 
them whom on diligent enquiry I believ'd most 
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conspicuous both in learning & a good life; & 
when those I mention'd did clearly appear to me 
to be much the best qualify 'd on those accounts, 
& so most likely to emprove their studies here to 
the glory of God, & emprovement of their learn- 
ing, which our statutes also take notice of; I 
thought my self oblig'd to do what I could for 
them. This is a sincear representation of my 
design & actions, with the reasons of them ; & 
now if all this must be call'd caballing, plotting, 
making parties, setting up factions, designing to 
abuse you & Mr Hem, & to lay you aside, I cannot 
help it ; I have only a good conscience, upright 
intentions, & a sincear relyance on the will of God 
to bear me up ag? all such horrid, & unreasonable 
imputations. Indeed the prejudice Mr Hem has 
oft shewn for the seniors in such contests, together 
with his utter refusall to hear Mr Laughton a 
word when in hopes of his kind acceptance I 
desird him in my name to represent some things 
to him of a like nature, together with his earnest- 
ness for S' Jennings the last time. Were sufficient 
discouragments to us to make any particular 
applications to him, or representation of our 
design, which the event proved how true our 
supposal was, assoon as ever he came to the, 
knowledge of it & as to yourself, you were] 
acquainted with S' Lee* business long ago, we| 
little thinking you should ever have thought so ill| 
of us for endeavouring to do your & Mr Blyth' 
Townsman & sizer, one so every way & beyond] 
exception deserving such a kindness : & had we 
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been able to foresee your resentments of it, I sup- 
pose it would have gone a great way in perswading 
us never to have attempted it, who were very 
unwilling, as I for my part can witness, to oppose 
anything either you or Mr Hern desir'd, if it were 
agreeable to our conscience, & for the good of the 
College. How it has come to passe that Mr Hern 
should esteem our hearty endeavour to promote 
those we were satisfy'd best deserv'd our votes, as 
an affront to him, & such an intolerable piece of 
impudence as never was done before, I cannot 
understand : For tho' I owe, and will sdlways pay 
that respect & observance, which both as a Senior, 
& once my Tutour he may justly demand & ex- 
pect, so I hope in the case of Voting, if I chance 
to differ from him or any body else, they will not 
look on it as any thing of disrespect or ingratitude 
to them ; But allow me that freedom which I am 
oblig'd to use according to the dictates of my own 
conscience, & not the opinion of any body what- 
ever. I cannot tell what reason he has to think 
so ill of me, unless a company of Sf Jennings 
stories of my braggfing I would new model the 
College, & such stuff* be believ'd, & relyed upon 
to render me odious; which being the chief ground 
as far as I find of the hard thoughts are enter- 
taind of me, I shall truly and sincearly give you 
an account of what I said to S! Jennings, & the 
reasons I have had for my not voting for him 
neither the last time, nor this ; & I am confident, 
were his interest out of the way, he would freely 
confirm all I shall say about it Sf Jennings & 
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I had a very peculiar familiarity for some years 
after his cominjj to College; & two could not 
easily be more intimate ; till at last he after many 
relapses & amendments backward and forward, 
quite plunjj'd himself into debauchery, & seem'd 
to have lost not only the practice of morality, to 
which he allways had made great pretensions; 
but the theory too, & came so far as to even 
justify debauchery, & to argue that those persons 
went upon rationall principles as well as other's 
in their way of living ; nay sometimes, as is wdl 
known, he would argue for the materiality of the 
soul, & seem'd next door to inclinations to 
Atheism it self. In the midst of these things, I 
thought my self oblig'd, as one that had been his 
friend, & as a Christian, to go to him, & seriously 
tell him of his vicious course, & dangerous prin- 
ciples, which I did with S' Rodwell & Sr Troughton: 
which thing was taken so hainously by him, that 
it caused a perfect breech between us, & so he 
went on in ways bad enough, & not a little 
scandalous, which together with his pretences still 
to religion, & his vein of censuring, & abusing 
everybody rendred him the hate & by word of 
every freshman, & made him still more distastfull 
to all that knew him. This course held till 
Sf Troughton came up from Stamford to stay: 
about which time he seemd to be mightily re- 
formed, came to me, & confessd his miscarriages, 
and resolvd to leave that company which had been 
so pernicious to him, & indeed he did for about 
half a year behave himself better than ever either 
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before or since; in which time, hoping he was 
sincear, I grew great with him again, & in our 
familiarity we happend to talk of the concerns of 
the College, & of those who deserv'd best in it, & 
what a happy College we might have if the fellows 
would be carefull to prefer those which best de- 
serv'd it; & put those by who were dissolute, 
careless, & negligent, upon which I told him. I 
hoped that such care would be taken ; that I was 
allways resolv'd to endeavour it, & that Mr 
Laughton & others who I was acquainted with 
expressed the same thoughts, & resolutions, & in 
particular I said I doubted ST Aspin was not, 
unless he took better courses, fit for the society, 
& that he should have none of my Vote till I saw 
him better deserve it. Upon which Sf Jennings 
with his hands elevated solemnly profest in this 
manner, No, says he, as For S' Aspin I have that 
through sence of the ignorance wickedness & pro- 
faneness &c of that Lad, that if ever I be Fellow 
of the College, tho' all the other fellows should 
vote for him, I never will : upon which I reply'd 
supposing he did not mend, For as for my part 
assoon as ever I knew he deservd it he should 
have my vote assoon as any body else. Some- 
times among these discourses we have been 
talking how wicked & debauched a course of life 
some that we knew in the college had liv'd, & 
how by their ill example, & hectoring they had 
made the College a place of vice instead of virtue, 
on which I said I hoped things would go better 
now, & that there were those that would endeavour 
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it with all their hearts, among which I reckond 
my self for one, & S' Jennings expressd the same 
or a {greater resolution on the same account. This 
is a true account of what is now call'd my saying 
I would new model the College, which is so 
aggravated to my condemnation. & the reason 
why S' Jennings, who has of old been famous for 
his misrepresentations of things, has been pleasd 
to make so unfriendly, false, & spitefuU, representa- 
tions of these free discourses between us two, in 
which he concurd with everything that was said, 
is only that which has too much sway'd him, his 
interest : for when before ST Troughtons business 
he had falln to his old companions & courses 
again, & found tho' I did him all the kindness I 
could while there was reason to think him sincear, 
that I would joyn for S' Troughton ; he resolves 
to blacken me, & so tell' Mr Blyth a parcell of 
stories, for which yet he allmost with tears after 
my discoursing the points over with him & Mr 
Blyth, Begd my pardon, confessd he had so abus'd 
me, who had been his truest friend, that he could 
desire no more favour from me, & desird me to 
keep the thing private, or he might be ruind in 
the College : which I promisd him to do. This 
is the case with S' Jennings of the truth of which 
he is conscious to himself^ & God is my witness 
these are all the designs & plots I have been 
guilty of; & as to what Mr Jennings says, Sf Lee 
told him, I am sure I never gave S' Lee an 
account in particular of my reasons why I was 
ag? S' Jennings, & what he says must be either 
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conjecture, or of his own head, any farther than I 
might say Sf Jennings had been an unfaithful! 
friend to me, & given very false repraesentations 
of our most private discourse, & was again fain 
to his old vices, & so I thought Sr Troughton 
preferable to him : which if S! Lee told Mr Jen- 
nings, tis no hard matter, from his nephews letters, 
for him to fancy that the new modelling of the 
College was one of those secrets he disclosd. If 
ever sure a man has reason to complain, I have 
with reference to S' Jennings. For I have had 
many an uneasy thought, & endeavour too to 
disengage him from some companions who at once 
hated & abus'd him ; & yet insnar'd him to his 
ruin ; of which he has been sufficiently sensible 
himself before now : & in recompence for all this 
I am thus abus'd ! I pray God forgive him, & at 
last make him constant to those principles of 
virtue & honesty, which sometimes he has seemd 
indued withall, & has most sadly broken too often, 
& I wish the College may have a good, as well as 
an easy member of him. But to leave this head. 
I must confess there is one thing did look suspi- 
ciously in me, & that is the detaining ST Watts 
letter from S' Ashcroft the first time I had an 
opportunity of sending it But to this unhappy 
circumstance which my want of thought occasiond, 
besides my sincear protestation that I had not the 
least design to keep the letter from him the very first 
minute I should see him, which I expected soon to 
do ; besides that I say, on Sunday when I received 
it, I knew not who it was from, till sometime after, 
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by comparing the superscription with one of Si 
Watts to me, I then conchided it was his, & t^e 
letter I sent next Wednesday to S' Ashcroft vas 
wrote before I received Sr Watts Letter, & was 
to have gone on Munday, but it not going I aided 
a few lines, & sent it on Wednesday, & bow it 
came about that S' Watts** was not inclosM in it, 
whether I quite forgot it, or thought he would 
soon be here, & then I would give it him, I cannot 
tell : however the first time I saw S' Ashcroft I 
told him of it, & felt in my pockets for it ; but by 
chance allmost all my papers were laid out of my 
pocket, & in my chamber, & so I could not give 
It him that time. This is a true account of that 
matter, & it happend at the very same time, by a 
like carelessness, I serv'd a letter of the P? 
just so, for which he also was angry with me: 
So that they are unlucky to me of late. But tis 
hard every omission or forgetfuUness must be 
made a certain sign of the greatest villany in the 
World, especially whenas I had small need to 
hide this letter from Sr Ashcroft, whose mind I 
knew as well as my own, and whom I did not 
design to engage ag? Sf Watts by any such 
base or unworthy methods. And now I have 
answerd all that is material in what I have heard 
urged ag? me, excepting the imprudent business of 
our sending for ST Jennings, & telling him how we 
then designed to vote if his friends would stand to 
him that ST Watts should thereby lose it : For tho' 
I think St Watts much a fitter, & easier man for 
a society than ST Jennings yet my old friendship 
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to Sf Jennings, his greater rank (?) at present, some 
faint hopes of his well doing after all & my former 
assurances to him in such a case with other reasons 
praevaild then on the account of a temper, & to 
please Mr Hern, to design him my Vote rather 
than Sr Watts ; which we told him, but were so far 
from making him an absolute promise, that we 
made him none at all ; & he might easily see we 
determined to secure S' Lee as far as we could, 
& consequently did not design to do that which 
as afterward it prov'd would have ex[c]luded ST 
Lee: Neither does S' Jennings deny he perceived, 
& believed our intentions were to secure Sf Lee, 
but he only was willing to have caught hold of 
some imprudent word, & make it a promise, which 
yet he could not do, there being not a bit of a 
promise made by any of us : & what we then 
designd to have done on purpose to please Mr 
Hern, & make a temper, to compose the heats 
that were risen, was taken so ill, that instead of 
convincing anybody that we had no private pick 
against S' Jennings, we were esteem'd greater 
knaves than ever. Such is the hard measure I 
have every where met with, that when I desig^'d 
but a single Vote, then I was threatned with the 
losse of my fellowship ; & when to allay all heats 
I was willing if it could have been to have given 
a second for Sf Jennings, then I was a worse 
rogue than ever. If this be the freedom of voting 
according to our consciences I am much mistaken; 
& if what I have done in these things deserve to 
stigmatize me for a villain, I must submit with 
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X? patience to the hard words of men, but I thank 
God I have none from my own conscience, within; 
& hope I shall keep that clear amidst whatever 
man can do against me : till a more just & im- 
partiall judgment clear the integrity of my inten- 
tions. If indeed I had all ways shewd my self 
such a one who valued neither reason nor religion, 
such imputations might easily stick with you : But 
I challenge any man in cool bloud to prove I have 
done any thing inconsistent with a good conscience^ 
or behav'd my self so as no credit is to be given to 
me. But tis some comfort that I have good com- 
pany in such aspersions ; Mr Laughton in par- 
ticular, to whom as I have been very much obliged 
my self ; so I know his designs & intentions in uie 
college to be so just, & for the good of the society, 
that I wonder whence such hard thoughts should 
arise of him, & as to his raising his own fortune 
by others ruin, tis so directly contrary to what I 
know of his mind, that malice it self can hardly 
tell how to fasten such a character upon him. 
However If there be no remedy, if you have 
received such impressions of us that all I can say 
will signify nothing, I must be content to be 
thought ill of by you, which yet of all things I 
most earnestly regret, & I have nothing more to 
say, but, that, having laid my case & mind so fully 
before you, I shall rest better satisfy'd in my own 
breast, & whatever ill consequence shall come 
upon the college by this or subsequent elections, 
as I am seriously afraid there will, which too 
late you may be sencible of, I shall be able perfectly 
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to clear my self before God & Man, that I did all 
I could in so good a cause ; & that I shall have 
nothing to answer for however the college goes. 
In which yet that Learning, Piety, Diligence, & 
Sobriety, may ever flourish, & be encouraged is 
my most passionate wish & prayer, whatever be- 
comes of me, or my interest & reputation. I am 
ashamed to come before you my self while you 
have so ill an opinion of me, & what else than can 
I do but by this Letter lay open the sence of my 
mind to you ? One thing I had allmost forgot & 
that is the dreadfuU noise that is made about 
putting up the Junior of 14 Batchelors, whose 
names are in the Butteress; But a main reason 
why S! Lee of all the deserving lads was first 
pitch'd upon was, because not only his wants & 
piety were so perswasive, but bicause we thought 
his relation to you & Mr Blyth would have made 
it an easier attempt, than if any body his senior, 
who had no such interest in you, or hopes of your 
willingness had been endeavour'd for ; which is a 
true account of that about which so great a com- 
plaint is made. If indeed Seniority be to be 
oppos d to Virtue Want & the greatest deserts 
possible : than I must confess I have acted very 
basely in these affairs ; But if not, than I am 
satisfyed perfectly with what I have done, which 
I am sure was not from the least spite, & private 
pick against any body, but according to the best 
reason & judgment of my mind & Conscience ; 
& I am extr^tmly sorry the acting according to 
those principle[s] should give so great offence to 
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any Body, if in my other behaviour I have 
carried my self unbecomingly, I am ready to ask 
you or Mr Hern pardon for it ; but in this till I 
am convinced I have done amisse, I can never do 
it If this Letter have the good fortune to per- 
swade you to have in any d^^ree a better opinion 
of me I shall be pleasd ; if not I must be contented 
in the peace of a good conscience, & the hopes 
that one time my integrity will be fully cleard at 
the great Day, to which I appeal from the unjust 
imputations of men. I am 

Honoured ST 

Your highly obliged, & Devoted Serv? 

Will: Whiston. 



LXXXI 

Bishop Moore to Dr Blythe, in support of 
Laughtoris candidature for a foundation fellowship. 

(For this and the three following letters see College History 
p. 142 ; and for the term " By-Fellow," p. 145.) 

Dear S" 

I take the liberty to write to you in 
behalf of Mr Laughton, who it seems, is a candi- 
date for a FellowP of the foundation. I know there 
has been a custom for some time to exclude by 
founders with propriety, tho' I will not debate 
the reasonableness of the usage, yet I conceive 
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sometimes to depart from it seemes advisable, & 
what may be matter of encouragement to future 
benefactors, in this opinion I have great & wise 
men on my side, certainly there could hardly 
be a better occasion to relax the rigour of this 
custome than the present, since the g^reat piety, 
wisdom & learning of good Mr Laughton have 
made him a blessing & ornament to all places 
where he has been. I, for my part, shall be 
exceeding sensible of you[r] favour to him, & 
acknowledge it on all occasions. I am S' 

your very affectionate 
faithful friend & ser* 
Nov. i8. 97 J Norwich 

For the Reverend Dr Blith 
Master of Clare- Hall in 
Cambridge 

LXXXII 

''Dr BlytKs copy of Mr Whistotis Letter to The 

&. of on Mr Laughton* s Election 

to a Foundr, FellV 

Clare Hall Decemb. 7. 1697 

My very good Lord! 

I am now here upon a great occasion, 
& such a one as, if it be well improved & assisted, 
may be turned to the amending the ill, & as we 
before feared, desperate state of things in our 

125 



CLARE COLLEGE 

College ; the most worthlesse of all our Fellows, 
the Masters nephew is lately marryed, & so his 
Fellowship void (which I thinke my last informed 
your Lordship of;) Mr Laughton (on whom 
nitherto has Iain a long time the main ot exercises, 
& to whom is oweing the hitherto remaining 
Sobriety & Improvements of very many of our 
College) is a Candidate for the vacant Foundadon- 
Fellowship (& certainly if any manner of regard 
were had to merits, ought to have been the onely 
one ;) But Mr Heme (to whose passion & vapours, 
& carelesse, I may add, intollerably imperious 
management all the mischeifs of our Society are 
principally owing) has so unworthily shewed his 
ill will to Mr Laughton, as to put up a jun' 
Bachelor of the CoU^e against him. Hopeing 
by his own management of the Masters power, by 
the pretence of the youth's Relation to S' John 
Hewett, whose Brother he is, & whose family as 
well as himselfe have been formerly Benefactors 
to the College, & by the votes of such of the 
Fellows, as he has hitherto use like Tools or 
instruments for inslaveing us all to his own 
humour, to get in one of the youngest of all our 
Bachelours, & keep Mr Laughton out of our 
Foundation : we have about halfe a score persons, 
Masters of Art & Bachelors, most of them very 
deserving & some extraordinarily so, who are 
seniors to this youth, & so might severall of them 
jusdy pretend before him, even tho Mr Laughton 
was absent, & allowance were made for the Rela- 
tions and moderate deserts of this Junior. Which 
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makes it wonderful! strange that Mr Heme, who 
has formerly shewed himselfe unreasonably violent 
for keeping the order of Seniority, even where de- 
serts required some Alteration, should now be so 
hot & fiery in the present case. We have been able 
to enforce the plain justice of our cause, so far, 
that (without the Master) of the 14 votes which 
this day appeared at the Nomination, we have 8 
secure for Mr Laughton ; which rendring it im- 
possible for our Opposites to gain their point, has 
obliged the Master to defer the election, & has 
given us time to desire the Interposition of such 
worthy Prelates of our Church as we could venture 
to apply our selves to, that by their Authority & 
desires to the Master, our College may be re- 
established in the freedom of Elections, which 
Mr Hems Imperious Behaviour has much dis- 
turbed, & Mr Laughton even with the Masters 
good will, may be taken into a Foundation- 
Fellowship, & our future Elections may be more 
just, & according to the merits of every Candidate, 
without all such heats & ill practices, as some 
unreasonable persons among us have promoted. 
My Lord, did not I thinke sincerely, that the true 
good of the College, of Religion & Leaming, & 
consequently of the Church of God were con- 
cerned, I should not dare to trouble your Lordship, 
but since your Lordship does know the state of 
our College, & personsdly know Mr Laughton, I 
hope your Lordship will pardon me, if in Mr 
Laughtons & my own name, I beg a Letter to 
the Master, Dr Blithe, as soon as conveniently you 
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can about the Affairs your Lordship has had an 
Account; we hope your Lordships Authority 
joyned to that of those other of your Lordships 
Order, from whom we hope for Letters in the 
same manner, may be a great means of doing 
much good amongst us, & thereby at last to the 
Church, which must have their Clergy from such 
places as this Coll. for which I have ever had a 
concern. — &c: 

He adds in the postscript: 'If your Lordship 
would please to informe his Grace of Canterbury, 
as we have desired my Lord of Norwich to in- 
forme his Grace of Yorke, it would I hope induce 
him to send the Master a Letter, to the same 
effect as we desire of your Lordship/ 

LXXXIII 

Bishop Patrick to Dr Blythe^ recommending 
Laughton for a foundcUion fellowship. 

I am very much a stranger to your CoUedg 
(knowing none there, but Mr Whiston) and do not 
love to mtermeddle in affairs that belong not to 
me: yet hearing what is talkt abroad, that a 
person of great worth, as I am told Mr Laughton 
is, being desirous to be removed into a foundation 
fellowship, a young Batchelor of Art is likely to 
be preferred before him, I cannot but advise you 
to hinder it, if it be in your power : for it will not 
hear well among those who bear a respect to you, 
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& to the CoUedg. I have no concern in it, I 
assure you, having never seen Mr L. or heard 
from him in all my life ; & therefore you will look 
upon what I write (I doubt not) as proceeding 
purely from good will to your self. For I am 

S' your assured Friend 

Sy Eliens. 

Ely House 

Holborn. Dec. 7. 97 

For the Reverend Dr Blithe 

Master of Clare-Hall in Cambridg 
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R. Laughton to Dr Blythe^ to request his support 
in his candidature for a foundation fellowship. 

Honoured Master 

I humbly beg your pardon for the 
trouble of this and hope you will be pleas'd to 
excuse it. I have been advis'd by some of my 
friends to go to Mr Watts, to see if he would 
favour me upon this occasion. He has expressed 
a great deal of kindness for me, and thinks what I 
desire of the Society very reasonable : but on the 
other hand he is very much importuned by some 
of his friends, whom he has great obligations to, 
to be against me, and he fears he shall incur the 
censure of ingratitude if he is not He wishes 
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therfore very much the matter might be com- 
promis'd, that I mi|[ht have the fellowship I desire, 
and Mr Hewet might have mine. This is what 
he gave me leave to tell you as his sentiments in 
reference to this election ; and since the minds of 
the whole society are now known about it I make 
bold to apply my self to you again, and request 
your favour in it. I am sensible I labour under 
great disadvantages, considering the bad opinion 
you have of me at present. But this misfortune 
I must ascribe to the ill will of my enemies, who 
have industriously endeavour'd to give you this 
cause of distast against me, and not to you, who I 
am sure were not inclinable to receive it I hope 
I may still live to satisfy you that I am not the 
person I have been represented to you to be. I 
can only at present with the utmost sincerity 
profess that I have a very grateful sense of aU 
your former kindness to me ; that I have all that 
respect and esteem for you, and shall endeavour to 
shew it upon all occasions, which my duty requires 
of me; that I shall pay as much deference to 
your will, when I know it, as any person in the 
Society ; whenever I can comply with it I shall 
be glad, and when I cannot I shall without any 
reserve, and with that submission that becomes 
me tell you so. As to what I have formerly done 
in the CoUedg I thank God I can safely say I 
have acted according to the best of my under- 
standing and with a sincere intention of doing 
good : and therfore upon the whole I beg of you 
not to let me lye under such discouragements, as 

130 



LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS 

my ill success in this affair must needs be, not 
only to me, but to many others also, who may 
have a favourable opinion of me, and may think I 
have endeavour d to do my duty, and may fear the 
like themselvs for the future. I have no more ST 
at present but only to add that I shall take your 
kindness to me upon this occasion as an addition 
to all your former favours. I am 

your most humble Servant 

R. Laughton 

Lond: Dec. i8. 97. 

For the Reverend Dr Blithe 

Master of Clare Hall in Cambridg 



LXXXV 
Lord Pelhani to Mr Laughton. 

(Lord Pelham died the following year, Feb. 23, at his seat, 
Halland Place, Sussex. For his son, afterwards Duke of 
Newcastle, see College History, p. 152.) 

Haland Aug 23^ 17 n 

s« 

It is with great satisfaction that I now write 
to you having reed fresh assurances from my son 
of his steady resolution to prosecute his studies, 
and to improve the good foundation which was 
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laid at Scholep and so happily begun under your 
care at Cambridge in order to which both he, and 
I, extrcamly wish you would quitt the very 
laborious business you are engaged in, and come 
to him, where you would be treated, not only with 
the utmost respect, but also with the most sincere 
friendship. I can likewise assure you that this 
will not be for a short time, but as long as that 
sort of life can be agreable to you, and that 
whatever changes may happen, they shall not be 
to your disadvantage, it will now be proper to 
be more particular, and to tell you that 200/. per 
Annum with all the accommodations in his family 
you can desire, is the least we think to propose to 
you, still resolving in that matter to answer your 
own expectations, as it is a wonderful satisfaction 
to me that my son is so desirous of the contin- 
uance of your friendship and instructions, so I am 
in hopes it may prove an inducem! to you, to 
accept of this proposal. We hope by Christmas 
you may be able to despatch your affairs at Cam- 
bridge, before which time my son will be at London 
where accommodations shaJl be made for you, if 
this be agreable to you, as it is most earnestly 
desired by 

S' your most faithful humble Serv* 

Pelham 

For the Reverend Mr Laughton 
at Clare: Hall in Cambridge 

Pelham 
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LXXXVI 

Circular Letter to the Heads from the Vice-Chan- 
cellor, Dr H. yames, concerning the disorderly 
condtcct of Undergrcuhcates, and Bachelors of 
Arts. 

(Dr James was President of Queens' from 1675 ^^ 1717O 

To the Reverend the Master or in his absence 
to the President of Clare Hall 

^" 

My last request to you concerning the 

Regent and Non-Regent House haveing had its 
effect, and that, as I am told with the good likeing 
of the whole senate, I am oblig'd by the intima- 
tion given by your selfe and other the Heads, 
as alsoe through the importunity of very many 
Masters of Arts, to try what success, what I am 
now to ask of you, may have. 

The Complaints against the Youth are 

1) Touching their great disrespect towards 
Masters of Arts & oth" of Superiour Degrees, in 
the Streets, they being soe farr from giveing them 
the Cap that some have had the impudence to 
thrust 'em to the Kennell, & even to strike 'em. 

2) For their irreverent behaviour in S* Maries 
in Sermon time some walking to and againe neare 
the Bell-free, or about the Font, or in the Isles, 
others entertaineing themselves with merriment 
and discourse. 
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3) For their frequenting the Tavemes and 
Alehouses &c 

4) For their makeing entertainem* att their 
Acts &c 

For the putting a Stop to these and the 
like evills, will you please S' to call all the Youth 
of your Colledge before you & represent to 'em in 
the most effectuall manner & that in the presence 
of some of your Society, (The Tutors especially) 
the absolute necessity there is of removeing the 
Scandall brought upon the University by such 
miscarriages. 

That you would press upon them the Statute, 
de Modestid et Morum Urbanitate — Modestiam 
suo ordim convenientem ont7ies omnibus in locis 
colant, prc€sertiin ifi Concionibus & Congressibus 
ptiblicis Inferiotes ordines Superioribus loco cedant, 
et debit a reverefitid proseqtuintur, &c. The Youth 
were wont to give the Proctors in the R^ent 
Walk, and Schoole yard, the same respect as they 
doe to the Fellows of their severall CoUedges, and 
in proportion to all members of the Senate where 
ever they mett them. 

I hope S! through your Admonitions and the 
good advice of Tutors there will be noe occasion 
for severity, however I have given the Yeoman 
Bedle and his Deputy a generall Decree to carry 
any in Statu pupillari yiho misbehave themselves 
towards any Member of the Senate to the Tol- 
booth upon the least intimation from them of 
such Misbehaviour ; and if the Nature of their 
Offence require it such scholars may know them- 
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selves liable to be put back a yeare in their stand- 
ing, which you may remember S' it was agreed 
amongst us, they shall not be restored to ; without 
the express consent of that Vice-Chancello' who 
inflicted the Censure 

If any Batchellor of Arts though a Fellow of a 
Colledge, presume upon that accompt to carry 
himselfe disrespectfully (contrary to the Statute, 
de Modestid &c) towards Mast? of Arts or others 
of higher Degree, whether of his owne or other 
CoUedges be not made sensible of his fault by the 
Discipline of the House to which he belongs, upon 
Complaint to me, I will take care he shall be ad- 
mitted to noe Degree in the University this yeare 
unless all due reparation be first made to the person 
to whom the affront was given. 

Hen: James Procan: 

March. 24. 
1696. 

I despaire of ever seeing a distinction of 
Gownes brought up amongst us unless the whole 
University think fitt to concurr to some rules 
about it 

LXXXVII 

Printed notice, signed by the Vice-Chancellor, Dr 
Bentley. The University Statutes concerning 
Sturbridge Fair. 

Whereas by the Statutes of this University, 
all Scholars under the Degree of Master of Arts, 
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arc forbidden to come at Sturbridg Fair, without 
the especial Licence of the Master of the CoU^e, 
or (in his absence) of the President : These are to 
re(iuire and command all Scholars and Students 
of this University, under the Degree of Master of 
Arts, that they do not presume (except they be 
so licenced) to repair unto the said Fair, or into 
the Precincts of the same, either by day or night: 
And that no Member of this University (except 
the Officers appointed to keep the King's Peace) 
do presume to enter into any Music-Booth, Lot- 
tery-Rooth, or Play-Booth, upon such Penalties 
and Censures, as the Statutes have provided in 
that behalf. 

R Bentley Vicechan. 

Septemb. 5. 1701. 



LXXXVIII 

Bishop Moore to Dr Blythe, recammendifig C. 
Morgan (afterwards Master of the College) 
for a Fellowship. 

S« 

I hear there is a fellow** void by the 
death of Mr May; and am informed from good 
hands that there will be a competition, & that Mr 
Morgan, who is the senior competitor, is also 
much the more worthy person, & in all respects 
better qualify'd to fill the vacancy, if this be 
your opinion of the two candidats I would take 
the liberty earnestly to recommend Mr Morgan 
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to your favor in the future election, by whose 
promotion piety, virtu and learning may be made 
still to more encrease & flourish in the College. 

I hope you will pardon my freedom who have 
so rarely troubled you with relation to College 
affairs, & who have as sincere a zele for the happi- 
nes of the society, & as great a readines to serve 
the members of it as any man. 

I amS' 

your very affectionat humble ser* 
& broth' 

J Norwich 

For the Reverend Dr Blith 

Master of Clarehall in Cambridge 



LXXXIX 
Dr N. Vinani to Mr Greene. 

(For Vincent, Greene, and Morgan, see the College History. 
This letter is interesting as giving us the writer's view of 
Morgan's character.) 

Febr. ii. 1706. 

S« 

You desire my concurrence to the Election 
of a person into Mr Hewett's resigned Fellowship, 
who may be more acceptable than Mr Morgan. 
Him I have appeared for in justice to his merit, 
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as I must not afterwards favour him ag* one 
that has better pretensions & pleas on his side 
The value of his Learning, his fidelity in freind- 
ship, his freedom from ambodexterity» ingratitude, 
falseness & tricking, will with me excuse his 
impetuous & excessive zeal for his freind. Yet if 
upon the competition, when I shall be apprised of 
it, a Stat ratio contra shall engage me for another, 
upon the same Principles whidi induced me to 
his service, you will find me, as upon all fiur 
occasions, 

S' your most faithfull fr? 

& obliged humble serv! 

N. ViNCaEENT. 

For Mr Greene one of the 
Sen' Fellows of Clare-Hall 
in Cambridge. 



XC 
Dr Grigg to Bishop Moon. 

(For Dr Grigg see College History, pp. 148, 149. Moore^ as 
Bishop of Ely, was Visitor of Jesus College^ of iriiich Dr 
Charles Ashton was Master fix)m 1701 to 1752. The 
Vicarage of All Saints, Cambridge, is in the gift of Jesas 
College.) 

My Lord, 

I hope the new & busy scene of Life 
in which providence has plac'd me will excuse me 
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to your Lordship for not having paid my duty to 
your Lordship before now. I was in hopes of 
returning to London about this time & to have 
then waited upon you which I shall be glad to do 
the next week. 

In the mean time I must be so just to my self 
as to beg your Lordship's leave to acquaint you ; 
That, after a friendly admission here attended 
with the respectful! complement of the Master & 
Society of Jesus, to this College ; the first visit I 
rec^ was from Dr Ashton. His busness I found 
was to satisfy himself, as to the fellowship in his 
College & the Vicarege of all S? To the best of my 
remembrance, I told nim that tho I did not know 
of any obligation I was under to quitt my Fellow- 
ship, yet if the College would make me easy as to 
the living, I would not contest the fellowship with 
them. But finding since that their design is to 
exclude me from both ; to worm me out of one & 
Hector me out of the t'other, I writt yesterday 
to Dr Ashton to acquaint him ; that by the 
statutes of Clare Hall, I might hold any prefer- 
ment with the Mastership ; that I was sure the 
statutes of Jesus Coll: did not disqualifie me from 
being fellow at the same time, & that there was 
nothing (as I conciev'd) in the University statutes 
contrary to it Upon the whole; I told him I 
might reasonably hope to have the Year of Grace 
allow'd me which has never bin refus'd to anv. 

His answer this day by Mr Townsena was 
that I had violated the statutes by PemoctaHan 
in Clare- Hall. So my Lord, I am in danger of 

139 



CLARE COLLEGE 

being expell'd ; which I humbly lay before your 
Lordship as Visitor of the College ; who am 
your Lordship's oblig'd & most 

obedient Seri W : Grigg 

My Lord; 

I beg leave to repeat, that the Master 
intends to proceed upon the statute of Pernocta- 
tion to which I humbly referr your Lordship not 
having the statutes by me nor in the least im- 
agining I should be proceded ag? as a Male- 
factor. 

Clare-Hall 

May 27^^ 17 13 

XCI 
Dr Grigg to Bishop Moore. 

(Upon the same subject as the last letter. Sir Nathaniel Lloyd 
was Master of Trinity Hall from i7iotoi73S; Dr John 
Cowell from 1598 to 161 1; Thomas Legge was Master 
of Caius College from 1573 to 1607. Comberton Vicar- 
age, Cambs., is in the gift of Jesus College.) 

My Lord, 

Since I took the Liberty to represent 
my Case, & how injuriously I was like to be 
treated, I have this further to acquaint your 
Lordship with ; That at a second meeting of the 
Fellows Dr Ashton told them, He did not insist 
upon the statute of pernoctation, which might be 
interpreted as if he thought me guilty of some 
Crime, which he had no design to charge me with, 
but that the Mastership being inconsistent with 
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the fellowship he was resolv'd to declare the 
fellowship void, which accordingly he did that 
morning by a paper affix d to the Chappel door as 
usual, two days sooner than he need to have done 
if it had been unquestionably Void, & without 
letting me know any thing of it. Having notice 
of it I advis'd with Dr Johnson : He & Mr 
Laughton were both clearly of opinion that these 
Preferments were not at all inconsistent, & upon 
enquiry there are many Precedents to the con- 
trary. Besides the case of S' N. Lloyd who 
still keeps his fellowship of All Souls College 
together with the Mastersh? of Trinity-Hall ; Dr 
Cowell was Master of the same Hall & Fellow of 
Kings-College, one Legge Fellow of Jesus & 
Master of Caius Coll: at the same time & several 
others. They advis'd me by no means to quitt my 
pretensions, but protest ag! what had been already 
done. I told them I would proceed no farther 
till I had first consulted your Lordship. After 
this I waited on Dr Ashton, who seem'd to be 
asham'd of what he had mentioned about pernoc- 
tation, & his having expos'd a Letter I wrote to 
him in private as to a friend whose advice I 
designed to have foUow'd & been directed by : 
And when I ask'd him upon what grounds he had 
declared my fellowship vacant He told me that 
it was so, per cessionem & as much as if I had been 
presented to a Benefice. I replied, that then I 
had a right to a Year of Grace which had never 
been refusd. He took no notice of this, but 
said, he hop'd that as we had been friends so long 
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we should continue so & desir'd me to desist from 
any claim. I replied ; S' I will ever be so, but 
am unwilling to part with my freehold out of a 
Complement : I told him, I had not design'd to 
insist upon my right to the Fellowship provided I 
were secure in the possession of my Vicarege, & 
as a Demonstration of it, I had writt by his order 
to Dr Thomas F. that his son might appear as 
candidate at the ensuing election. He said, he 
would undertake for the fellows that they should 
not disturb me in it, that I might be sure of it till 
Mich! S' (said I) you have it in your power to 
make me easy by giving me a presentation in 
order to my being instituted. No ; This was not 
to be granted, tho I have been regfularly presented 
& registred in the College- Book, Nor have I yet 
had any offer made me. The design is plainly, 
to out me of both : Living & fellowship ; & accord- 
ingly Mr Warren has told his Parishioners at 
Comberton, that he shall leave them. My Lord, 
I am willing to acquitt the Master as much as may 
be, for whom I have always had a great Respect, 
but have been an eye-witness of so much Trick & 
Artifice in the major part of the society, that 
there is no depending on them without a real 
security. They can do any thing with a nickname. 
'Tis but calling a man Whig, be his carriage never 
so inoffensive & this shall be sufficient to turn, one 
out of a fellowship & not let another, into it. I 
expect your Lordships commands, & beg pardon 
for this trouble & the interruption I have given 
you in your more weighty affairs. 
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I humbly thank your Lordship for your con- 
gpratulation of my preferment in this society : I 
hope it may tend to the publick good as it is 
hitherto to our, mutual satisfaction ; At least, my 
best Endeavours, shall not be wanting. 

I am My Lord, 

your Lordship's most oblig d 
most faithfuU & 
Clare-Hall Obedient Servant 

May 31 1713 ^M Qj^Q^ 

XCII 
Edward Montagu to Dr Charles Morgan. 

(This is, probably, Edward Wortley Montagu, ambassador in 
17 16 — 7 at Constantinople, and husband of the celebrated 
Lady Mary Wortley Montagu. Abraham De Moivre, the 
great mathematician, was bom at Vitry in Champagne in 
1667 ; on the revocation of the edict of Nantes he settled 
in England. He died in 1754. For Sir Martin Folkes 
su the College History pp. 151, 154. Charles Morgan 
was Master of Clare from 1726 to 1736.) 

Dear S" Dover-street May i« 1733. 

When j had the pleasure of meeting you 
at Hockerell in company of our friend Mr Folkes, 
j made mention of a paper of S' Isaac Newtons 
upon the subject of Musick, & withall promised to 
try to procure it for you, which j have got from 
Mr D* Moivre, who gave me leave to communi- 
cate it with all the readiness in the world, & at 
the same time desir'd me to present his most 
humble service to you. Tho' j have endeavour'd 
to follow the copy with care, still as musick is a 
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science in which j am not so much as initiated, & 
consequently unable to see the relation of the 
parts of the tables to one another, so j dare not 
presume to think them void of all error ; but I 
am sure you will have goodness enough to pardon. 
There is a young gentleman lately admitted 
fellow-commoner of your society, whose name is 
Ravaud ; j am informed by his friends, (who are 
two very worthy gentlemen of my acquaintance) 
that he is designed for a Clergyman & am desir'd 
to write to you in his behalf, to shew him what 
countenance you can, (& if in your power) to 
introduce him into proper acquaintance. This 
not only j but Mr D* Moivre will look on as a 
great favour, & if our friend Mr Folkes had been 
here he would have joyn'd with us in our request, 
whom j have the satisfaction to let you know is 
safe on the other side the water I am 

S' with much respect 
your most obedient humble servant 
Edw: Montagu. 

XCIII 

Dr Terricky Bishop of Peterborough^ to Dr Wilcox^ 
in answer to the congratulatory letter from 
the College. 

(For Dr Terrick sec College History, especially pp. 156, 157.) 

Dear S", 

I feel very sensibly the kind part, which 
you and the rest of the Society are pleas'd to take 
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in my late Promotion : And as I have desir'd Mr 
Talbot to express my thanks to the Society in 
general for the great Honour they have done me 
in their letter of congratulation, I thought it be- 
came me, in Gratitude for what I owe to you for 
your Care & Instruction, to take this occasion of 
acknowledging my particular obligations to you, 
and of assuring you of that Regard, which I shall 
always think it my Duty to shew you. 

The Interest of Clare Hall has been always 
very much at my heart, as I know no College, 
where Discipline and Good Order are so well 
established, or where a stricter Attention is paid 
to the proper Business of the University by those, 
to whom the Tuition of the youth is particularly 
entrusted. To this the College has hitherto ow'd 
its Support & Credit in the world, and whilst the 
same methods of Education are pursued under 
the Direction of men of real worth, distinguished 
by their Principles of Religion and Loyalty, I 
doubt not but that it will always maintain the 
Rank it holds amongst the Seminaries of Piety & 
Learning. 

It is little credit, which I could possibly re- 
flect upon the Place of my Education, whilst in a 
private Station ; If the Situation, in which His 
Majesty's Goodness has been pleas'd to place me, 
will give me a better opportunity of shewing my 
R^;ard in a more effectual manner to the Pros- 
perity & Honour of the University, or of Clare 
Hall in particular, I hope I shaU not want a 
Disposition to make the proper Use of it ; For, 
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(if I know myself) I shall ever esteem it my Happi- 
ness, if in the discharge of my Episcopal Duty I 
can any way be instrumental in promoting the 
Interests of Virtue and Religion, in which we have 
all the same common concern, and which indeed 
call for all the united Support, which we in our 
respective characters and stations can possibly 
give them. 

You will be so good, as to express to the 
Society my most grateful Acknowledgments for 
the kind notice, which they have been pleas'd to 
take of me, and to accept yourself my best wishes 
for your long enjoyment of Health & Happiness. 

I am Dear S' 

your most affectionate B' 
& obliged servant 

Ric: Peterborough 

Amen Comer 
July 6. 1757. 

XCIV 

W, Greaves to Dr Torkington (?)^ offering to 
establish an Essay prize for Bachelors. 

(W. Greaves was Fellow of Clare from 1722 to 1742. The 
prize in question has been abolished for many years in 
Clare.) 

Fulboum Jannr 2%^ 1785 

Reverend Sir 

You will be so good to excuse the 
Liberty I take in requesting you to present my 
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respectfull compliments to your Society, which I 
Gratefully remember the Happiness I heretofore 
had, of being a Fellow of, and sincerely wish its 
prosperity. Having sometime ago thoughts of 
Giving One Hundred Guineas each to Trinity 
College and to your Society to be laid out in the 
Names of the respective Colleges (if it met with 
the Approbation of the Masters and Fellows of 
each respective Society) in Stock, the Interest of 
which will be rather above Five per cent, to be 
g^ven annually to one of the Batchelors of each 
Society who shall (in the judgment of the Master 
& Seniors) compose the best essay on the character 
of William the Third 

The Bishop of Peterborough Master of Trinity 
College having done me the Honour to call 
on me for a Morning Visit before he went to 
London I acquainted him with my Intentions and 
have since received a very polite Letter from him 
that he had communicated the same to the Society, 
who Unanimously approved of the Benefaction, 
and I accordingly by his direction Drew a Draft 
to the Burser for One Hundred Guineas on Mr 
Gillam 

If you will be so good to acquaint your Society 
with my Intention & if you favour me with a Line 
that it meets with your & their approbation, I 
will Draw a Draft on Mr Gillam for one Hundred 
Guineas payable to you or whom you shall please 
to direct me. You will excuse me taking the 
Liberty to Mention that I have been told tho"* 
not from any one of Trinity Collie that it is 
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their Intent as they are a Lar^e Collie and are 
supposed to have at a Medium seventeen or 
eighteen Batchelors in a year, to confine the 
Benefaction to the essays of Batchelors of the 
first years standing — You will also excuse my 
suggesting to you and the Society whether as your 
coU^e has been supposed to have at a Medium 
five or six Batchelors in a year you would not 
think it proper to let Batchelors of the second and 
third year offer their essays also if they think it 
proper. I am sensible you and the Seniors are 
the best judges what is most proper. I have also 
been told that Trinity CoD^e Intend giving 
Notice about Lady Day to the Batchelors who 
are to be candidates to give in their essays to the 
Master and Seniors before Mich^f for their con- 
sidering whose essay they judge to be best, and 
that they Intend acquainting such Batdielor 
whose essay they judge to be the best that he is 
desired to speak it in the Public Hall of the 
college on the fourth Day of November after. 

You will excuse my Mentioning these reports 
I have heard, tho** not from the collie. I would 
have waited on you & the Society personally but 
have not been very well. 

I am Revd Sir your most obed* 
Humble Ser* 

Wm Grsaves 
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the same letter are not included,) 



Adams, — , 79 

Alefounder (or Alfounder), Robert 

(of Emmanuel College), 76 
Alston, Dr. Charles, 78, 92, no 
Antram, Marchionesse of, 106 
Arlington, Lord, 48, 102 
Ashcroft, Thomas, 119 
Ashton, Dr. Charles (Master ol 

Jesus College), 138, 140 
Aspin, Edward. 117 
Atkins, Henry, 109 
Atkins, William (rioter of Oxford), 

104 
Atkins, WiUis, 98 
Aucher, HaL (Hatton), 14 

Bacon, Hon. Nath. (Master of Re- 
quesU), 5—9, 20, 23 

Ball, Dr. (of the Temple), 89 

Bamfield (or Bampfield), Thomas 
(Speaker of the House of Com- 
mons), 34 

Barrowe, Dr. (of Peterhonse), 54 

Battes, Dr., 17 

Beacham, Jotiah, 14 

Beaumont, William, 15 

Bedford, Duke oU 63 

Bentley, Dr. Richard (Master of 
Trinity College), 135 

Bird (watchmaker at Oxford), 104 

Blythe (or Blithe), Dr. Samud 
(Master of the College), 14, 58^ 
61, 63, 64, 66, 68, 69, 78, 81, 83, 

87, 91, 93. 95. 98. 99. 106, 10^- 
III, 124, 12$, 128, 129, 136 



Bl3rthe (or Blithe), Alderman of 

Doncaster, 107 
Blythe (or Blithe), Daniel, 65 
Blythe (or Blithe), John, 114, 126 
Bonion (John Bunyan), 85 
Boteler, John, 93-95. 97 
Bowman, Robert, 11, 13 
Brewster, John, 6 
Bridgeman, Sir Orlando, 32, 34, 35, 

37,38 
Browne, Edward, 87 

Brown (University musician), 70 

Buckingham, George, Duke of, loi 

Budish, Thomas, 9 

Bunchly (Manciple of Christ's 

College), 70 

C.ASAR, Charles (of Great Grans- 
den), 79, 85 

Calamy, Edmund (Presbyterian 
Divine), 39 

Caley, - rj 

Calvely, Sir Hugh, and Lady Cal- 
vely, 94 

Carter, Nicolas, 35 

Castell, Robert, 6, 17, 18 

Chaloner, James, is, 13 

Charles II., King, 36, 43, 44, 46, 

47. loi 

Charlett, Arthur (Proctor at Ox- 
ford), 104 

Clarkson, David, 42 

Clayton, S., 29, 31 

Clayton (barber in Petty Cury), 69 

Clencbe, Edward, $ 
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Gierke. Kdlwrt, 7, 8 

Cole, Thomas, M.P.. x, a8, 31, 35 

Coney, Sir (leorjjc, 77 

Coo{>cr, Sir \ntho07 Ashby, 33 

Covell, — 90 

Cowell, Dr. John (Master of Trinity 

Hall), 140 
Cromwell, Oliver, 13, 15, 16, 24, a8 
Cromw«ll, Richard, xi, 28 
Crouch, — (Solicitor?), 80 
Cudworth, Pr. Ralph, 18 

Dk Moivke, Abraham, 143 
I)e Ruytcr, Admiral, 65 
Diggons, Joseph, x, 28, 32 
Dillingham, Dr. Thcophilus, xi, 17, 

20, 21. 28, 31—33. 35» 37. 38, 

43. 50. 53. 56, 58. 68. 74, 76, 79» 

««» ^5, 93, 94. 100 
Dillingham, Mrs., 74, 86 
Dillingham, Thomas, 99 
DishrtMux (Desborough), General 

John, 36 
Dolbin, — (of the Temple), 52 
Dorchester, Marqiiesse of, 23 
Dubourdieu, Petre, no 

Elwoodk, George, 74 
Emerson, Thomas, 109 
Essex, Earl of, 3 
Exeter, David (?), Earl of, i 
Exeton, Sir Thomas, 59 

Fabian, T., 42 

Fairebrother, William (Bursar of 

King's College), 81 
Fanshawe, Sir Richard, 51 
Ffines, Lord, 23 
Fleetwood, Lord, 37. (Fleetwood 

had a seat in the new House of 

Lords under Cromwell ) 
Fletcher, Charles, 109 
Fletowood, James ( Provost of King's 

College), 81 
Flyer, Ralph (Bursar of King's 

College), 81 
Folkes, Sir Martin (President of 

the Royal Society), 143 
Foster, VVilliam, 113 



Fowler, Isaac, 35, 43 
Fowle, — 70 
Foxwast(?), WUHam. 15 
Freeman, John, 85 
Fuller (a chandler), 70 

Garthwait, — 74 

Gillam, — 147 

Glenton, H. (Cambridge carrier), 

37.70 
Gorges, Ladv, 86 
Greaves, William, 146 
Greene, Dr. Robert, 137 
Gregorie, Thomas, 14 
Grimn, Mrs., 80 
Grieg. Dr. WUliam (Master of the 

College), 138, 140 
Gunning, Peter (Bishop of Ely), 3, 

38, 39, 41, 43, 44. 93> 94» SHS, 99 

Hancock, Robert, 58, $9, 78, 9a 
Harrington, Dr. (James, author of 

'Oceana* ?), 17, 35 
Heaver, Dr. John, 40—42, 51— 

53. 56 
Henchman, Dr. Humfr. (Bishop of 

London), 85 
Henchman, Dr. (of Hadham), 86 
Henchman, John, 85 
Henchman, Thomas, 108 
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